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PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES REGIME'S SUCCESSES 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Excerpt] Bogra, Nov. 21:--Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman today said that the 
politics of the Baksalites was politics of violence and frustration, reports BSS. 


Addressing a public meeting here at the local Apfatunnessa playground. Shah Aziz 
said that the politically conscious people of Bangladesh would never accept the 
medieval concept of une-party regimented system. 


Presided over by Advocate Zahirul Islam President Bogra District BNP the meeting was 
also addressed by Mr. Abdul Alim Minister for Railways, Roads Highways and Road 
Transport, Mr. K.M. Obaidur Rahman Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism and Mr 
Abdul Hasnat Mayor Dacca city. 


The Prime Minister said that during the Baksalite government their was no opposi- 
tion inside or outside Parliament and dissenters were ruthlessly crushed, There 
was no fundamental rights he added. 


Shah Aziz said, the right of unfettered criticism and right of strike and hartal 
have been given by the government of Ziaur Rahman. But, he said the right of hartal 
must not be construed as a licence to destroy public property at will. 


The Prime Minister said, democracy is fully implemented in the country with the 
restoration of all fundamental rights, withdrawal of Martial Law and lifting of 
emergency. He said many political leaders some of whom were convicted on charge of 
corruption have been released and added, nearly 5,000 prisoners were released from 
January 77 to April 80. 


Shah Aziz said this has been done to create a political atmosphere conducive to 
functioning of multi-party system. 


The Prime Minister said that the Bangladesh Nationalist Party firmly believed in 
multi-party democratic and peaceful transfer of power through periodical election. 
President Ziaur Rahman unlike Khondoker Mushtaque was directly elected by the people 
and is firmly established among thea. 


Shah Aziz said, President Zia has fulfilled all his pledges and commitments by 
restoring democracy a sovereign Pariiament, holding elections and by establishing 
buoyant economy. The President has established internal stability and earned pres- 
tige internationally. 














Continuing he said under the enlightened leadership of President Ziaur Rahman, the 
people had received a new sense of direction and the countryside was now throbbing 
with brisk nation-building activities. 


The Prime Minister said, the different phases of peaceful revolutionary programme 

of canal digging mass literacy family planning and establishment of Gram Sarkars 

had generated much enthusiasm among the people. He said the 200 canals dug last year 
had already yielded results and the food production has already gone higher than 
expectation and we would be able to export foodgrains abroad. 


Shah Aziz said that in fact the Baksalites were upset by the massive development 
activities undertaken by the Government and taken once again to politics of violence 
and subversion on being uprooted from the villages. The Baksalites had now concen- 
trated in the urban areas. He said and added they were now being chased out from 
the cities as they have no positive politics. 


The Prime Minister called upon the people to consolidate national unity and promote 
politics of peace and production. 


CSO: 4220 











JUTE MINISTER REPORTS ON U.S., EUROPE VISIT 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text] Mr. Habibullah Khan, Minister for Jute returned to Dacca on Sunday morning 
after a 16 day tour of the United States and Belgium, reports BSS. 


Talking to newsmen at Kurmitola International Airport, the Minister said that Bangla- 
desh jute goods would be exported to European market in increased volumes till 1983. 
An agreement to this effect was signed on Friday with EEC in Brussels, the Minister 
said. 


Mr. Habibullah Khan and Mr. Wilhela W. Haferkamp, Vice-President of the EEC signed 
the agreement on behalf of their respective sides. 


Mr. Khan said all jute goods from Bangladesh would find free access into nine 
countries of the EEC from January 1984. 


The Jute Minister during his two-day stay in Belgium called on the Belgian Foreign 
Trade Minister Mr. Robert Urbainn and discussed with him further expansion of bi- 
lateral economic relations between the two countries. 


Mr. Knan said that he also held discussions with the members of the European Jute 
Goods association. He said that Bangladesh carpets had a bright market abroad par- 
ticularly in the EEC. 


About his trip to the United States, the Jute Minister said that Bangladesh was 
dominating the aarket there because of its quality and price. He hoped that Bangla- 
desh would be able to export more during the coming years. 


Mr. Habibullah Khan said that he had held talks with the officials of International 
Finance Commission (IFC) in the states for financing the diversifying use of jute. 
He said that they had shown keen interest, and further talks would be held in the 
near future. 


The Minister also held discussion with the Conference Lines for reducing the rate of 
freight for carrying carpet backing cloth (CBC) and other materials. He expressed 
the confidence that the Conference Lines would consider the proposal and reduce the 
rate. 








Mr. Khan described his tour as "successful" and said that our all out efforts 
now to increase in the mills to 
cope up with the growing demand of our products abroad. 


He said some mills were already working in three shifts while the remaining mills 
would start their third shift after necessary balancing. 


Mr. Manzur Morshed, Chairman Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC) also accompanied 
the Minister. 


cso: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


JSD PLANS STRUGGLE AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Nov 80 p 12 


[Text] A joint workers meeting of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) Sramik Jote and 
Krishak League at JSD central office in Dacca on Saturday chalked-out six-point pro- 
gramme for launching a united movement against the Government, reports BSS. 


Presided over by JSD President, Major (Retd) M.A. Jalil, the meeting observed that 
only the issue-based programme cannot bring about a united movement. The speakers 
of the meeting said that for launching a united and concentrated mass-movement 
against what they called ‘autocratic rule’ there has to be a complete programme for 
the welfare of the commonman. 


According to a party Press release, the programmes, which the meeting has chalked 
out on Saturday are among others, representation of all professionals in the parlia- 
ment including all representative bodies, organising the workers in the fields and 
factories for establishing the right of free trade unionism, fixation of the ceil- 
ing of lands, introduction of cooperatives in the rural areas formation of people's 
army for consolidating independence and sovereignty, compulsory military training 
to all able persons, formation of autonomous bodies both in towns and the villages 
for democratisation and recognition of the nationhood of the tribal people and t- 
give them autonomy. 


cso: 4220 














AWAMI LEAGUE GROUP ASKS UNITED OPPOSITION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Now “° pp 1, 8 


[Text] Awami League (Malek) Parliamentary Part. wednesday called upon the opposi- 
tion parties and groups in parliament to launch “united movement" against what it 
called “terrorist and fascist rule” in the country, reports ENA. 


At the end of a two-hour meeting of the ALPP leader of the opposition in parliament 
Mr Asaduzzaman Khan told newsmen that the ALPP took stock of the prevailing politi- 
cal and economic situation in the country, which it noted, had deteriorated to the 
detriment of the nation.” He said such situation should not be allowed to continue 
in the greater interest of the nation. 


Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said the ALPP in a resolution "condemned the government deci- 
sion to observe the Independence Day as National Day" and demanded withdrawal of 
the decision. 


He said in another resolution the ALPP condemned the series of incidents inside 
jails particularly in Khulna and Rangpur jail. He said the government “totally 
failed to tackle the situation" following which a series of incidents took place 
inside ja‘ls. 


The ALPP, Mr. Khan said, took stock of the existing price spiral of essentials. He 
said the government failed to check upward trend of the prices. "ALPP strongly 
protest this situation,” Mr. Khan added. 


Mr. Khan said the ALPP noted with concern that the election of the members of the 
Gram Sarkar has led to "lot of violence” in the rural areas. This is spoiling the 
peaceful atmosphere in the villages, he added, "the process of the election to Gram 
Sarkar is undemocratic” Mr. Khan said. 


Mr. Khan alleged that due to ruling party bungling” in the paddy procurement, the 
growers are deprived of fare prices of their products. 


He said the ALPP also demanded tax exemption and waiving of agricultural credit 
to the people of the flood affected areas. 


cso: 4220 








DACCA ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF ISLAMIC GAMES GROUP 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 





[Text] Bangladesh has been elected Chairman of the 1)-member ad-hoc committee of 
"Islamic Solidarity Games" (ISG) to finalise ite organisation structure, Sports and 
Cultural Affaire Secretary Mr. M. Siddiqur Rahman said in Dacca on Friday. 


Mr. Rahman said that the election took place at the meeting of the sixth Islamic 
Commission held in Jeddah from November 16 to 18. Mr. Rahman who represented 
Bangladesh in tie meeting returned to Dacca on Thursday. 


Saudi Arabia would be the rapporteur of the committee while Turkey would be the 
other member. 


He told BSS in an interview that eight other members of the committee would be 
apoointed by the Secretary General of the Islamic Conference, Mr. Habib Chatty on 
the basis of regional representation including one from the Islamic Secretariate. 


The Secretary informed that the ad-hoc committee would take all necessary measures 
for the establishment of the confederation of national sports organisations of 
Islamic countries and its functional organs and would also prepare the regulations 
of the confederation and the Islamic Solidarity Games (ISG). 


In reply to a question Mr. Rahman said that the National Olympic Committee or other 
appropriate national sports organisations of the Islamic countries would be affili- 
ated with this confederation which would be known as “Islamic Solidarity Games 
Confederation.” 


He said that the functions of this confederation will vest in a General Assembly 
consisting of representatives of all the Solidarity member countries and an elected 
executive board. The Islamic Solidarity Games would be held once in four years, 

he added. 


It may be mentioned here that the proposal for organising international games among 
member countries of Islamic countries was first placed by Bangladesh in the Fifth 
Session of the Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs Commission of Islamic Conference 
held in Conakry (Guinea) in January this year. Mr. Rahman said Bangladesh's initia- 
tive was highly praised by the member countries. 














Besides Mr. Rahman the expert group meeting was also participated by Mr. Shah Jahan 
Secretary General Bangladesh Olympic Committee, Kazi Anwarul Maswood, Counsellor 
Bangladesh Embassy in Jeddah, anc Syed Moazzem Ali Director, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


C80: 4220 





AGENDA OF HOUSE WINTER SESSION EXAMINED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Now 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Jatyia Sangead winter session tomorrow (Friday) at 10:30 a.m, in the 
backdrop of a national effort at doubling food production, removing illiteracy and 
implementation of the Second Five-Year Plan for improving the quality of life of the 


people. 


The Sangsad reconvenes on Friday exactly after 124 days of conclusion of the Budget 
session, which had lasted 65 days, the longest in the Parliamentary history of 
Bangladesh. 


Most of the winter session of the Sangead is likely to be devoted to legislative 
business of the House. 


In addition to the 22 outstanding bills, carried over from the last session, three 
new bills and four ordinances may come before the House for consideration. The 
22 bills were sent to the various Standing Committees of the House for examination. 


It is gathered that notices have been given for 17 private members bills so far for 
the consideration of the House. Till Wednesday more than 5,000 questions had been 
submitted to the Parliament Secretariat. A few notices for moving adjournment 
motions in the House have also been served. 


New Look 

Meantime, the Sangsad Bhaban has been given a new look, with its walls white-washed, 
improved interior lightings and replacement of other old fittings. The corridors 
have been decorated with brass-plates bearing inscriptions of verces from the Holy 
Quran, with translations in Bengali. 

New Bills 

The three new bills to be moved before the House are: (a) Emergency Requisition of 
property Bill (1980), (b) Red Cross Society (amendment) Bill, 1980 and (c) The 
Ansars (amendment) Bill, 1980. 

Outstanding 


The bills carried over from the last session include: Bangladesh Tobacco Bill, 1979, 
Bangladesh Merchant Ships (registration) Bill 1979 the Police Officers Bill 1979 


9 











Animal Slaughtering (registeration) and Meat Control Bill 1980 Bangladesh Umani 
and Ayarvedic Practitioner Bill, 1980 Bangladesh Homeopathic Practitioners’ B11) 
1980, the Ferry (amendment) Bill, 1980 Bangladesh Shipping Corporation (amendment) 
Bill 1980 Bangladesh Rifles (special provisions) B111 1980 the Employment of Labour 
(standing orders) Bill 1980 Members of Parliament (rights) Annulment Bill 1980 the 
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangeetha (amendment 6111 1980, Bangladesh Muktijoddha Kalyan 
Trust (amendment) Bill, 1980, Forests (preservation) Bill 1980 Bangladesh Export 
Processing Zones Authority Bill 1980 the Supreme Court Judge (leave persion and 
privileges) Amendment Bill, 1980 and the Islamic University Bill 1980. 


Apart from these there are 16 more pending bills moved by Opposition bench members. 


ALPP Meets 


Meantime, the Awami League (Malek) Parliamentary Party (ALPP) met in the Cabinet 
room of the Jatyia Sangsad under the chairmanship of Mr Asaduzzaman Khan Leader 
of the Opposition in the House on Wednesday afternoon. 


Talking to newsmen later in the evening Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said that the ALPP had 
reviewed the socio-political situation in the country with special reference to the 
law and order situation, rise in the prices of daily necessities, the Awami League-- 
organised hartal of November 3 and its aftermath the constitution of Gram Sarkars, 
Government's programme of internal procurement of foodgrains jute price and the 
youth complexes. 


The meeting in a resolution condoled the death of Mr Moinirul Islam Monir of Narayan- 
gan}, Mir Moshtaque Elahi of Rajshahi University, Dr Monsin of Raipur and Mr Rafiq 

of the High Court all of whom got killed on November 3, as well as of Treasury Bench 
MP Syed Habibul Huq of Laksan. 


The ALPP in a resolution, condemmed the Government for what it termed, unleasing 
its “private forces of terror in a bid to foil the hartal of November 3". It 
accused the Government of pursuing a policy of oppression and harassment of the 
Awami League workers. 


The ALPP also denounced the Goveruwment for its alleged failure to maintain law and 
order in the country, control prices of day-to-day essentials raising the price of 
fertilizers and raising power rates sugar cement, billets, iron rods and writing 
paper prices. 


The ALPP criticised the Government for constitution of "Gram Sarkars in total dis- 


regard of democratic norms and laws of the land". It alleged that this was giving 
rise to groupings and factionalism in rural Bangladesh. 


CSO: 4220 











NEW PLAN ALLOWS TEXTILE MILLS IN PRIVATE SECTOR 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Government has decided to install 4.25 lakh new spindles in the 26 new 
textile mills to be set up in the country during the Second Five-Year Plan (SFYP) 
period, Textile Minister Mr. Mansur Ali said on Friday. The installed capacity of 
each mill would be 12,500 to 25,000 spindles to attain self-sufficiency in yarn 
production, he said and added that the new textile mills would produce only yarn. 


Mr. Mansur Ali said this while announcing the textile policy at a Press conference 
at the Secretariat on the day. 


The Textile Minister said that the Government has also decided to allow setting up 

of textile mills in the private sector with installed capacity not exceeding 12,500 
spindles each to promote healthy competition in the textile industry. The production 
of cloth would however, not be allowed in such proposed mills he said. 


At present, there are 9,46,000 spindles in the 53 textile mills under the Bangladesh 
Textile Mills Corporation (BTMC) which are in operation, the Minister said. The 
decision to add 4,25,000 spindles has been taken to increase the per head annual 
quota of coarse cloth from eight yards to 12 yards during the Second Five-Year Plan 
period, Mr. Mansur Ali said. 


The previous annual requirements of 64 crore yards of cloth was met through the 
production of cloth in the BTMC mills and handloom industries, Mr. Mansur Ali said. 
The annual production of cloth by the BIMC mills was 11 crore yards while that of 
handloom industries was 44 crore yards, he said. 


The Textile Minister said that the new mills would be set up in the less developed 
areas which would help develop the backward areas on the one hand and solve unem- 
ployment on the other. The Handloom Board has undertaken 17 pilot schemes during 
the current year to help the poor weavers of the country Mr. Mansur Ali said. The 
weavers under the pilot schemes of the Handloom Board would get 50 per cent of their 
required quota of yarn through the Handloom Board, he said. The weavers would also 
be advanced bank loans as financial assistance, he said. 


Under the Second Five-Ye \ period, the country's annual requirement of cloth 
would be 120 crore yard: ‘© production of handloom industries is estimated to 
be around 103.62 crore , od that of the BIMC mills 16.38 crore yards, the 
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Minister said. The annual requirement of yarn will be 30 crore pounds of which 
28.40 pounds would be produced locally while the rest would have to be imported, 
the Minister said. 


Dwelling at length on different aspects of losses and profits of the textile mille 
under the BTMC, the Minister said that 30 wills had made a profit of Taka 25 crore 
but 10 mille incurred a loss of Taka 11 crore in one particular year. Terming 

these 10 mills as “sick mills" the Minister said these were being brought under 
balancing, modernisation and replacement (BMR) at an estimated cost of Taka 47 crore. 
Mr. Mansur Ali said that of the estimated BMR expenditure of Taka 22 crore has al- 
ready been spent. The Minister said that BTMC earned a profit of Taka 4.74 crore 

in two years (1978-'79 and 1979-'80) through reducing the overhead expenditures. 


At present BTMC has 108 sales centre in the country. The Head Office of Bangladesh 
Handloom Board would be shifted to Serajganj soon to better service the weavers, 
he said. 


Mr. Mansur Ali said in reply to a question that the government had no plan to dis- 
invest any of the nationalised textile mills. 


Referring to the utilisation of the “surplus” workers employees and officers in the 
BTMC mills he said they were being employed in the newly constructed mills. The 
total number of workers in the 46 textile mills which was 48,000 during the pre- 
liberation period increased to 60,000 according to a new set-up, the Minister said. 
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ARMED LOOTING OF PADDY FROM FARMERS ALLEGED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The President of Bangladesh Coastal Farmers Association, Maulana Alauddin 
Al Azhari, on Sunday alleged that certain "armed gangs were looting paddy" from 
the fields of poor peasants in the coastal belt since the beginning of the current 
harvesting season, reports BSS. 


Addressing a Press conference at the National Press Club in Dacca, he alleged that 
such “armed gangs of miscreants" were carrying out the mischiefs "with direct or 
indirect support" of corrupt local administration officials and a "powerful section 
of the government". 


He mentioned Char Osman, Char Clerk, Bashua, Thanar Hat and Char Borhan in particular 
and all the coastal char areas of Noakhali, Barisal and Patuakhali in general, 
where such things were going on for a long time. 


Maulana Azhari giving details said the “armed gangs" and the miscreants had looted 
over 1,600 maunds of paddy from the peasants of Char-Osman alone. The miscreants, 
on many occasions, are getting assistance from the police he alleged. 


Referring to the “unprecedented harassments" meted out to the poor peasants of the 
coastal char areas, the association President placed a seven-point demand calling 
for the return of the “looted” paddy to the peasants, immediate arrest of the 
“looters touts, and miscreants", release of all arrested peasants withdrawal of 
cases against the peasants of Char-Osman and other char areas trial of the office 
bearers of the so-called agriculture farm in Hatiya and allocation of lands of 
Hatiya Krishi-Khamar and Multi Purpose Cooperative Society. 


cso: 4220 
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GUARDS TO BE PROVIDED FOR BORDER HARVESTING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Nov 80 pp 1,8 


[Text] The farmers of Bangladesh and India will harvest paddy from their lands 
in adverse possession near the Tamabeel boundary under joint supervision of the 
border guards of the two countries, reports BSS. 


It was decided at a meeting of the BDR Sector Commander of Sylhet and the DIC of 
Indian BSF of Jayantia Hillis held on Tuesday at the Indian border town of Dawky, 
official sources said in Dacca on Wednesday. 


The Ind:an farmers, according to the boundary meeting decision will not cross into 
Bangladesh land for harvesting crops anymore. 


The meeting was requested by the BDR Sector Commander a few days back following 
Indian farmers efforts at forcibly harvesting paddy from Bangladesh farmers, land 
and intermittent firings by the Indian BSF. 


For about a week the Indian farmers crossed into Bangladesh territory and tried to 
harvest paddy with the backing of BSF. When the Bangladesh farmers resisted, the 


Indian BSF had intermittenly fired on them. The BDR the source said, had to fire 
in reply. 


cso: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


AGRICULTURAL LAND BOUNDARIES TO BE REMOVED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Manikganj, Nov. 21:--The Chairman of Union Parishads of the Dacca Division 
and the heads of Gram Sarkar of Dacca and Faridpur districts today gave their con- 
sent to President Ziaur Rahman to strike out the boundaries of agricultural land 
holdings to make available more land for cultivation, reports BSS. 


They also pledged to the President to give leadership in this direction to encourage 
others to follow suit. 


The pledge came when the President was addressing a conference of the UP Chairmen 
of the Dacca Division and heads of Gram Sarkar of Dacca and Faridpur districts here 
today. 


President Ziaur Rahman told the conference that if the land boundaries of our 
country were pieced together they would be equivalent to the size of a district. It 
had been calculated that the utilisation of such land alone would not only help 
meet our food deficit but also leave a surplus foodgrains of several lakh tons, he 
added. 


The UP Chairman and the Gram Sarkar chiefs also expressed their solidarity with the 
declaration of March 26 as the National Day in addition to the Independence Day 
when the President explained to them that it had been made so because it constituted 
most glorious day in our national life. 


President Ziaur Rahman said that the Union Parishads were not given the responsibility 
in the past as was due to them. The smooth administration of the government was not 
possible unless there was proper coordination between the central government and 

local bodies, he said adding there was no use of fuming over the past lapses and 
worngs. 


Referring to the price-hike of essential commodities, the President pointed out that 
it was not something unusual at a time which the price of oil which we were to im 
port, had been increasing steadily. In this connection he said that Bangladesh had 
to import oil worth Taka one thousand crore annually for cars, vehicles, factories 
and industries and for the operation of agricultural machinery. 


We are dependent on oil for all these and the continued rise of ‘ts price in the 
international market is beyond our control, he said. 
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He further said that the developed countries had also raised the prices of machinery 
and equipment following the increase in the price of oil. It was our misfortune that 
we had to give enhanced price not only for oil but also for machinery imported from 
abroad, We were making exploration for oil, he said and hoped that it would be 
struck in our country. 


President Ziaur Rahman also brought home to the Chairmen and Gram Sarkar chiefs 

the paramount need for containing the population explosion which is telling heavily 
on the economy of the country. All our development efforts and their fruits were 
being neutralised by the population boom, he said and urged the Chairmen and Gram 
Sarkar chiefs to put in concerted efforts for increasing production and checking 
population. 


He told them that, the demands of all had gone up without corresponding increase 

in their income because, he said the able-bodied persons of a family were inactive. 
Moreover, the womenfolk constituting half of the country's population were not en- 
gaged in production oriented work. This state of affairs should save to be changed 
and everybody would have to work. In this connection, he reminded the UP Chairmen 
and Gram Sarkar chiefs of their responsibility to inspire the people and give leader- 
ship to them to work hard. The days of the politics of slogans were over now, he 
added. . 


The President maintained that the price of fertilizer was raised only to check its 
smuggling across the border where its price was higher than that of Bangladesh. 

Not only fertilizers but also other commodities imported from abroad at the cost 

of huge foreign exchange were finding their way across the border. Consequently 
the national economy was suffering collosal damages, he said adding the only way of 
escape from this situation was the dedicated efforts of all to augment production. 


President Zia said that the tolerance was a must for proper growth of democracy that 
had been established in the country. He said that the development process would be 
impeded if we were engaged in unnecessary squabbles and quarrel. 


We have to launch industrial revolution along with the agricultural revolution for 
manufacturing necessary equipment and machinery within the country, he said. 


President Zia said that the formation of Gram Sarkar had not curbed the responsibility 
of any other institution rather it would be supplementary for proper execution of 
the development programmes in the rural areas. 


He said that with the proper functioning of Gram Sarkar and other organisation of 
the villages there would be no more problems. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


SOURCE DISCUSSES NEW AGRICULTURAL PLAN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Shamsul Huq Zahid: "No Budgetary Cuts in Agri Sector During SFYP"] 


[Text] There will be no budgetary cuts in the agricultural sector during the imple- 
mentation of the Second Five-Year Plan of the country, according to an authoritative 
source. 


The Government has taken measures to ensure planned investment of Taka 5,100 crore 
for the implementation of a medium-term food production programme (1981-85) that, 
among others, aim at making the country self-sufficient in food. 


Under this programme, if implemented properly, about 15.6 million tons of food 
would be produced by 1983 leaving a surplus of about 30,000 tons, by 1985, the sur- 
plus would be around 2.1 million tons. 


Government's commitment at the highest level to agriculture led growth is best indi- 
cated by the substantially increased allocation of resources to the agriculture 
sector in the Second Five-Year Plan. 


The sources indicated that the priority was given in view of the lapses in the in- 
vestment in the agriculture sector during the scventies. 


This was clearly demonstrated in the low and erratic supply of fertilizer or lack 
of irrigation. The entire sector suffered from stop and go financing, allowing only 
inflation to erode cost estimates, fund allocations and profitability. 


Inadequate Investment 


Inadequate investment in the agricultural sector, lack of institutional reforms and 
organisation of the rural farming communities and absence of rural and small farmers 
bias of the development plans demonstrated the fact that the political will was not 
there in the past to develop the agriculture improve the lot of the small farmers 
as well, the source maintained. 


Dependence on import of vital equipment and spares stunted the growth of potential 
of irrigated acreage. Besides, uncertainty regarding timely availability of seed, 
fertilizers, fuel, uncertainty of market price at the time of harvest, absence of 
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government food grain procurement with support price till the later part of the 
seventies, lack of storage facilities have been the major factors restraining 
farmers from investing fully or at all in the seed-based technology. 


The problems in the agriculture sector have been compounded by the structural and 
bureaucratic constraints. 


Structural Constraints 


The pre-dominance of subsistence level family farming and heavy pressure of popula- 
tion on land have led to a shrinking land-man ratio. The ratio has declined to 
0.29 acre in 1979-80 from 0.40 acre in 1960-61. 


Land ownership and land tenure patterns have acted as disincentives to the adoption 
of modern technology. Lack of access to the institutional credit of the small 
farmers has been another institutional constraint. 


The strategy for the implementation of food production programme of the SFYP is to 
introduce the seed-based technology through expansion of irrigated acreage and 
through drainage and flood control. 


The Government has already issued licences to five local enterpreneurs for manu- 
facturing irrigation equipment beside the public sector enterprise of diesel plant 
to lesser dependence on foreign supplies and with the objective of local manufactur- 
ing of pump engines and accessories. The country is already producing all the pumps 
it needs. 


In line with the same policy and in order to involve the beneficiaries directly the 
Government has taken up a programme this year for setting up workshops in the pri- 
vate sector for repair and maintenance of irrigation facilities. The programme in- 
cludes provision for extending credit facilities to the private sector for purchas- 
ing equipment and tools and for imparting technical guidance and providing training 
to the mechanics. 


Similarly, input-supply is being progressively handed over to the private sector 
to the extert possible. The government has already handed over pesticides and re- 
tail fertilizer distribution to private sector along with the sale of shallow tube- 
wells. Arrangements are in progress regarding the sale of deep tubewells and low- 
lift pumps to the cooperative groups or individual farmers. 


The Government has also taken up measures to enable the farmers to purchase the sup- 
plies and equipment by increasing the availability of credit to the cooperatives, 
farmers and suppliers opening of more credit channels and liberalizing credit pro- 
cedures. 


Moreover the government to ensure the growers a fair price, have undertaken to con- 
struct feeders and access roads to markets and procurement centres as well as to in- 
crease the government grain storage capacity including improvement in storage manage- 
ment. Besides, the private grain traders are being encouraged through access to 
credit for trading and construction of private storages. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


VISIT TO AIRBASE--Jessore Nov, 21:--President Ziaur Rahman visited Jessore canton- 
ment and BAF Base Matiur Rahman here this morning says BSS. President Zia inspected 
training activities at the cantonment. He also witnessed a nicely staged demonstra- 
tion by the jawans. The Chief of Army Staff Lt. General H.M. Ershad and the local 
Area Commander Major General Mohammad Abdur Rahman received the President when he 
arrived at the cantonment last evening. Later President Zia visited BAF Base Matiur 
Rahman and went round different wings and squadrons of the base. The President was 
received by Chief of Air Staff Air Vice Marshal Sadruddin and the local Base 
Commander Group Captain Sultan Mahmood when he arrived at the base. [Text] [Dacca 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 p 1] 


INDONESIAN MINISTER ARRIVES--Indonesian Minister for Health Dr. Soewardjono Suryan- 
ingrat arrived in Dacca on Friday on a four-day official visit to Bangladesh "to 
exchange views and experience” of the two countries in health and population planning. 
He was received on arrival at Kurmitola airport by the Minister for Health and Popu- 
lation Control Dr. M.A. Matin. Talking to BSS, Dr. Suryaningrat said that Bangladesh 
and Indonesia had been cooperating in the field of family planning. He referred to 
the prevailing five-year exchange programme on family planning between the two 
countries and said that his country would send some of its experienced personnel 

for the success of the population control programme in Bangladesh. The Indonesian 
Minister who is accompanied by his wife Madame Suryaningrat, said that he was carry- 
ing the greetings of President Soeharto for President Ziaur Rahman. [Excerpt] [Dacca 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 p 1] 





AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN--Madrid, Nov. 21:--King Carlos I o Spain said here yesterday 

that his government would like to see increased cooperation between Spain and 
Bangladesh, reports BSS. The King asked the Bangladesh Ambassador to Spain, Mr. 
Momin, to convey his “warmest greetings” to President Ziaur Rahman, under whose 
leadership he hoped, Bangladesh will make rapid progress toward prosperity. Mr. Momin 
was presenting his credentials to the King as Ambassador of Bangladesh to Spain with 
residence in Paris. Ambassador Momin assured the King that it would be his constant 
endeavour to strengthen the relations between the two countries in every field. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 80 p 12] 
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PRAISE FROM PRC, DPRK--Bangladesh foreign policy, has been "very much appreciated" 

in North Korea und People's Republic of China Mr. Q. G. Ajmeri, President of Bangla- 
desh-North Korea Friendship Association said in Dacca on Monday reports ENA. Mr Ajmeri 
who recently attended the sixth founding anniversary of Democratic Peoples Republi. 

of Korea (DPRK) and visited China was explaining his experience at an informal meet- 
ing with newsmen. He said the peoples of both DPR Korea and China lauded Bangladesh's 
struggle against hegemonism imperialism and expansionism and expressed their soli- 


darity with the people of Bangladesh in their struggle. [Text] {Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 25 Nov 80 p 8] 


GREETINGS TO LEBANON--President Ziaur Rahman on Saturday greeted Lebanese President 
Elias Sarkis on the occasion of Independence Day of Lebanon. In a message to Presi- 
dent Sarkis on the occasion, the President expressed confidence that the existing 
friendly relations between the two peoples will be further strengthened in the years 
ahead. He also wished for the continued peace, progress and prosperity of the 
people of Lebanon. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 23 Nov 80 p 1] 


GREEK AMBASSADOR--The Ambassador-designate of Greece, Mr. Dimitry Manoltof, on 
Saturday presented his credentials to the President Ziaur Rahman at Bangabhaban, 
reports BSS. He conveyed the greetings of the Greek President, Mr. C. Kramanlis 

to President Ziaur Rahman he sought for guidance and cooperation from the Bangladesh 
President for his successful mission in Dacca. President Ziaur Rahman reciprocated 
the sentiment and assured the Greek envoy of all possible cooperation during his 
tenure of office in Dacca. [Text] Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 23 Nov 80 


p 1) 


COOPERATION WITH JAPAN--Mr. Keisika Arita, President of Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency (JICA) called on Foreign Minister Prof. Muhammad Shamsul Huq Saturday 
morning at the Foreign Office, reports 8SS. They discussed the possibilities of 
further expanding cooperation between Bangladesh and Japan. Mr. Arita expressed 
special appreciation from the people and the Government of Japan for the visit of 
President Ziaur Rahman to Japan on the occasion of the funeral of late Prime Minister 
Mr. Ohira. Prof. Mohammad Shamsul Huq thanked him and the Government of Japan for 
their valued cooperation with Bangladesh in various fields of development. The 
Foreign Minister requested Mr. Arita to convey his warm regards to Foreign Minister 
Mr. Ito and former Foreign Minister Sonada. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 

in English 23 Nov 80 p 12] 


COMMUNIST'S RELEASE DEMANDED--The Central committee >of Communist Party of Bangladesh 
on Wednesday demanded release of Mr Mohammad Farhad, Ceneral Secretary of the party, 
according to a Press release. The demand contained in a resolution, which was 
adopted at the meeting of the central committee of the party. The meeting began 

on Tuesday under the presidentship of Mr Moni Singh, chief of the party. [Text] 
(Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Nov 80 p 8) 
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INDIA 


MINISTER SUPPORTS TRANSFER OF CHIEF JUSTICES 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Nov 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov. 26. The Law Minister, Mr. P. Shiv Shanker, today said the 
interest of justice iteelf required that the post of Chief Justice of High Courts 
should be transferable. 


Replying to the debate in the Lok Sabha on High Court and Supreme Court Judges 
(Conditions of Service) Amendment Bill, the Minister also announced that some of 
the vacancies in the Supreme Court would be filled shortly. 


He said amidst cheers that selection of the first Harijan Judge for appointment to 
the Supreme Court had already been made. He did not disclose the name, however. 
The Bill was passed after a brief debate. 


The Minister said every possible effort was being made by the Government to expedite 
filling of the vacancies in the high courts too. 


He pointed out that recommendations for appointment of High Court Judges should 
originate from the Chief Justice of the High Court concerned, The State Government 
too had a role. The Centre counted for very little in the process. 


The present delay in filling the High Court vacarcies was due, in some cases, to 
the delay in proposals coming up; in other cases, the need for consultation on some 
issues with the Chief Justices.-- 


Mr. Shiv Shanker said that bodies like the Bar Council, Bar Associations and 
eminent individuals, including retired judges and famous jurists, have favoured the 
idea that posts of Chief Justices of High Courts should be transferable. 


He said it was a fact of life that complaints kept coming up from time to time that 
some Chief Justice was favouring one or the other set of advocates in a State. 
This Chief Justices might also have prejudices peculiar to that social ethos. 


The idea of a ‘selective transfer" of Chief Justices, that is to say the transfer 
of only those Chief Justices who showed prejudice or partiality, had serious pit- 
falls of ite own, the Minister observed. 


Firet, if there was a selective transfer, the transfer would gean a stigma. Secondly, 
if a man was not good enough in one State, how would he be acceptable to another 
State? Thirdly, the practice would give the executive more, rather than less, 
opportunity to interfere with the judiciary. 
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So it was better that transfers of Chief Juatices be made transferable as a matter 
of course, the Miniater said, 


Quoting figures, he sald it was not truce that this Government had defaulted in any 
marked manner in filling vacancies in the High Courts or the Supreme Court. On 
November 1, 1977, when the sanctioned strength of the judges was 366, the number of 
vacancies was 88. The corresponding figures for November 1 thie year were 406 and 
74 respectively. 


With regard to Supreme Court vacancies, Mr. Shiv Shanker said these started arising 
from August 1980. The first judge retired on July 31, 1980 and four more by November. 


The Chief Justice of India sent his proposals some time in September, 1980. There 
was 4a procedure to be gone through under Article 124, 


He criticised some newspapers for putting out slanted versions blaming the Centre 
for delay. This was possibly due to their "political alignments,” he added. 


Committed Judges 


Replying to the allegation that the Government wanted “committed” judges, Mr. Shiv 
Shauker said they should be “committed to the Constitution” for the simple reason 
that they were taking an oath to uphold the Constitution and laws. 


Earlier during the resumed debate, Mr. Mool Chand Daga (Cong-I) suggested that the 
practice of appointing judges on different commissions or giving them jobs after 
retirement should be discontinued. 


He said there should also be “some qualification fixed" for becoming MPs so that 
laws enacted by them would be better. 


Mr. Daga opposed a provision in the Bill which necessitated production of a medical 
certificate by judges when they went on medical leave for more than 45 days to en- 
cash their full salary. “It is not fair to ask Supreme Court judges to produce 
medical certificate” he said and added that the judges were supposed to be very 
honest. 


Mr. N.K. Shejwalkar (BJP) said the amending Bill gave hardly any relief to judges 
who should be able to live without fear or lure. 


Mr. Nawalkishore Sharma (Cong-I) suggested that while appointing judges, their 
"social outlook" ehould be taken into consideration. 


Prof. P.J. Kurien (Cong-U) wanted permanent benches of the Supreme Court in the 
south and east. Similarly Benches of the High Courts could be constituted in the 
districts, he said. 


Poorly Paid Judges 


Mr. Harish Chandra Singh Rawat (Cong-I) supported the Bill but severely criticised 
the provision for more facilities to judges of only the Supreme Court and High 
Courts, “the hunting ground of big landlards, wealthy people and the privileged 
classes as well as of fabulously paid lawyers”. 
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The majority of the litigants were poor, common people in district towns and cities 
where local judges continued to be poorly paid and with "shocking" lack of facili- 
ties, he added, 


Mr. G.M. Banatwalla (Muslim League) refuted the charge repeatedly made by the ruling 
party that the judges acted as “a stumbling block" on the path to social progress. 
It was trotted out as a platitude that several judgments had negatived social jus- 
tice measures. 


He said that quite often the judges were helpless in the face of “defective laws" 
framed for achieving social justice objectives. 


Taking an overall view, he said that in the interests of the litigants, accused, 
witnesses and all, there was “a need for justice to judges."~--PTI. 


CSO: 4220 
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CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN MARXIST PARTY NOTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Nov 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, November 27. The decision of the West Bengal unit of the CPM to 
organise the bandh in protest against alleged Central neglect is an indication of 
a sharpening of contradictions within the party. 


Whatever substance there may be in Mr. Jyoti Basu's complaints, it is very unlikely 
that the state government would have opted for military so soon had the ruling 
group in the state unit been comfortably placed. 


Reports from the state indicate that this is no longer so. The militant group, 
known to be pro-Chinese, has become more active presumably because it finds the 
situation now congenial for it to assert itself. 


The entry into the party of diverse elements who, according to the party leaders, 
lack in “proper gotivation", has created some confusion in the ranks. It is in 
such confused situations that the ailitants thrive. 


An indication about which group is gaining ascendency in the state party unit, 

is the type of pronouncements made by its secretary, Mr. Promode Dasgupta. He 
reflects the views and attitudes of the rank and file. His recent statements have 
undoubtedly assumed a harsh and strident tone. 


The Bengal bandh may well signal the end of a phase in the party. So far, the 
party's central leadership has been engaged in a delicate exercise of balancing 
between the pro-Soviet and pro-Chinese groups by making such high-sounding declara- 
tions as that the party is committed to bringing about unity in the world communist 
movement. Actually, it has been an exercise in avoiding the kind of split in the 
late sixties that gave rise to the Naxalite sovement. 


The party would perhaps have adopted a gore straightforward policy in respect of 
its attitude to the two communist giants and its relations with the CPI but 

the sizable pro-Chinese group in West Bengal. The West Bengal unit being the 
mainstay of the CPM, it was impossible for the central leadership to ignore the 
pro-Chinese group. 


Dominant Group 


A crisis has clearly developed in the West Bengal unit of 

it is will be indicated by whether Mr. Promode Dasgupta ultimately goes to Hanoi in 
response to a Vietnamese invitation along with the party's polit bureau member, 

Mr. Harkissen Singh Surjeet. 
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Mr. Dasgupta himeelf is not committed to any particular line, but it will be diffi- 
cult for him to ignore the wishes of the dominant group in the state unit. It will 
also depend on which group is now dominent. 


A cleavage in the party's rank and file in West Bengal will not only seriously 
threaten the continued existence of the state government but will cause a grave 
set-back to the CPM iteelf. 


C80: 4220 
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MANIPUR DEPUTY CHIEF IS CLP(I) LEADER 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Nov 80 p 11 


[Text] Imphal, Nov. 26. Mr. Rishang Keishing, Deputy Chief Minister of Manipur, 
has been unanimously elected leader of the Congress (I) Legislature Party. 


The election of the leader was conducted last night by the AICC(I) general secre- 
tary, Mr. Satyanarayana Rao, who announced the result today. 


The delay in the announcement was in deference to the wishes of party members, Mr. 
Rao told newsmen. 


The new coalition Ministry led by Mr. Keishing is expected to be sworn in tomorrow. 
Mr. Keishing succeeds Mr. R.K. Dorendra Singh, who tendered his resignation follow- 
ing his appointment as India's Ambassador to Norway. 


Mr. Rao said Mr. Keishing had been nominated by the Congress(I) president, Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi and elected by CLP(I) members unanimously. 


He expressed the hope that Congress(I) members would work shoulder to shoulder to 
implement various developmental schemes and to restore peace in Manipur. 


Congratulating the new leader, Mr. Dorendra Singh said there was no difference in 
the party and the policy and programme of his Ministry would be implemented by the 
new Government. 


Referring to the combing operations by the Army against insurgents in the State 
Mr. Singh said “Innocent persons had been killed" and he had brought this to the 
notice of the Army authorities. 


Mr. Keishing thanked the party members for electing him unanimously and assured 
them that he would do his best to maintain the unity of the party and work for all- 
round development of the State. 


He said a “direct contact" with the insurgents would be developed to pave the way 
for an acceptable solution and to restore complete peace and amity in the State.-- 
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INDIA 


HARDCORE MAOISTS REPORTED FLEEING INDIA 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Now 80 p 9 


[Text] Shillong, Nov. 26.--The Maoist hardcore unit of Muivah's National Socialists 
across the Indo-Burma border is on the run, according to informed sources. They are 
believed to have taken shelter in a village, Lao, three days' trek from the inter- 
national border. 


Lao is a Konyak village. Some of the Konyaks back Muivah, but not because of his 

ideology. They are possibly ignorant of Muivah's long-term objectives and accept- 
ance of class struggle. They are loyal as soldiers of the original underground or 
federal set-up. 


Rumours about radical Left activity in Nagaland's backward Tuensang and Mon districts 
are grossly exaggerated. It could be said that a number of tribes, like the Konyaks 
of Mon, are seeking greater autonomy and a greater share of the funds. The Khiamun- 
gans are one of them. Nagaland's first Khiamsungan. Mr Pongom, was sworn in here 
yesterday as a Minister of State. The young energetic MLA from Thonokyu will look 
after [nformation. Publicity and Tourissa,. 


The Khiamungans were major victims of Muivah's extremists but hit back causing the 
present plight of the group. 


A Khiamungan in the federal set-up, Ghing Shingnya of Sanglao village and his com 
mand killed 75 of Muivah's men at Langnoa on the Burmese side on October 27. 
"Lieutenant-Colonel" Shingnyu was promoted "brigadier". 


The strength of the trans-border group is being eroded. It is rumoured the largest 
group is that of the Hemis of Burma led by Khaplang, followed by the Konyaks and a 
few Semas under Isak who is a Christian. The Tangkhuls are less than 30 but include 
young men who learnt about Marxism in universities. One of them is JNU. One of 

the Tangkhuls killed at Pang a few months ago was an M.A. student named Mark. 


The Tangkhuls of Ukhrul, a district in Manipur, have perhaps links with the PLA in 
the contiguous Imphal valley. There are reasons to believe that they obtain arms 
from the PLA and vice versa. The PLA leader, Bishewar Singh, speaks of mobiling 
the tribals of the north-east to fight the "Delhi bandits" in the first phase. He 
dreams of emulating Mao in the counter-—offensive. 


Revivalism is attributed to various factors. But a little advertised and less 
understood concerns their claim to the Kabaw valley now in Burma. Quite apart from 
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theories about Bebensraum-—-once voiced by the Nagas in their border dispute with 
Assam--the Kabaw valley could absorb the overflow from the Imphal valley which 
housed a fairly sizable settlement of Nepalis after world war II. 


Whatever the real or amorphous links among Muivah's group, the PLA and other ethnic 
groups like the Kachin Independence Army or the Eastern Naga Revolutionary Council, 
the prospects of talks between the federal set-up and the National Socialists are 
practically ruled out for two good reasons. Ruthless killings by Muivah's men-- 
about 300 to date-—-cannot be forgotten nor can Christian Nagas overlook Muivah's 
advocacy of Maoism. Maoist techniques may be acceptable but not as the life style. 


Muivah, meanwhile, may be wanting to carry the battle into Nagaland by sending killer 
squads to eliminate certain leaders. The attempt on Ramyo's life could be owing 

to Tankhul rivalry. The bid to kill Vamuzo by a fellow Chakhesang is said to be 
different. The alleged assassin was a frustrated job seeker with perhaps an under- 
ground background. 
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STEPS TO PROTECT HARIJANS, TRIBALS URGED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Nov 80 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, November 26 (PTI): The government has asked the states to take 
“preventive” action against “powerful” people who hired or employed musclemen or 
engaged gang leaders in villages to commit atrocities on Harijans and tribal people. 


An illustrative list of numerous measures to be taken against the people instigating 
crimes against the weaker sections was given by the minister of state for home, 
Mr. Yogendra Makwana, in the Lok Sabha today. 


In his reply to a question by Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan, the minister said Mr. Zail Singh, 
Unicn home minister, had written to all chief ministers and union territories in 
September that at least one of the officers in "sensitive districts" should belong 
to one of these communities. 


Administrative heads of districts and superintendents of police should be held 
personally responsible for ensuring prompt and effective action, not only by them 
selves but by all officers of their districts, along the lines of the Central 
directive. 


They should be responsible for fully achieving the objectives of effectively pre- 
venting atrocities, apprehending criminals and visiting them with condign punish- 
ment with deterent rapidity and quick and complete rehabilitation of the victims and 
their families", the Centre has instructed. 


Apart from taking appropriate disciplinary action against irresponsible officials, 
the state governments have also been asked to treat as "a grave dereliction of duty" 
any failure to undertake prompt and efficient action or exercise adequate supervision 
at the preventive, or punitive, or rehabilitation stage. 


As one step to bring prestige to the “least prestigious" locality occupied by Hari- 
jans in the village, all collectors and police superintendents and their subordi- 
nates should be required to spend a substantial part of the time there during their 
tours of villages, and transact from these localities their work pertaining to the 
“general advancement and general problems of the village." 


But, the Centre has warned, “on no account should the district administration lend 
the weight of its prestige to that part of the village where the powerful of the 
village reside” by transacting work pertaining to the general public, or specific 
occupational groups there. 
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MINISTER DENIES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BENGAL 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov. 25.--The Centre is not discriminating against the West Bengal 
Government, Mr Yogendra Makwana, Minister of State for Home Affairs, told the Rajya 
Sabha today. “On the contrary, it is creating problems for the Centre though we 
want to help it", he said during a debate on a call-attention motion. 


The motion was tabled by Mr Bhupesh Gupta (CPI) and seven others. The subject of 
the motion was: “The recent reported observations of the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal regarding the discriminatory policy being pursued by the Centre against the 
Government of West Bengal, consequently causing difficulties in the functioning of 
the State Government, and undue delay in taking action and decisions on certain ur- 
gent matters relating to that Government, including assent to the Bills passed by 
the State Legislative Assembly". 


Though the range of the topic was wide, the debate centred round the figures of 
allotment of foodgrain and its use under the Food-for-Work programme. Mr Makwana 
said the West Bengal Government “wants to dictate to us. We refuse to be dictated 
to by it. But we can consider its request in respect of guidelines for the pro- 
gramme". 


Besides Mr Gupta, those who pleaded the cause of the West Bengal Government included 
Mr P. Ramamurthy (CPI-™), Mr Sourendra Bhattacharjea (RSP), Mr Ladli Mohan Nigam 
(Lok Dal), Mr J.P. Mathur (BJP) whose support was conditional, Mr V.B. Raju (Con-U) 
and Mr B.P. Maurya (Ind). 


Mr D.P. Chattopadhyaya (Con-I) alleged that there had been "political murders" in 
the State -nd accused the Left Front Government of being “really partisan". Mr 
Makwana said Mr Chattopadhyaya had given “a befitting reply to them". He could not 
do that as “I did not want to bring in politics”. 


There were altercations between the Treasury Benches and the Opposition and interrup- 
tions. Mr Gupta had an angry exchange with Mr Shyamlal Yadav, Deputy Chairman. He 
charged him with “interference” and said he was taking all the time. 


Mr Chattopadhyaya was repeatedly interrupted by Mrs Kanak Mukherjee (CPI-M) and 
others, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, leader of the House, angrily remarked that the ruling 
party benches would not permit the Opposition members to speak "if this goes on". 
The discussion, scheduled for 60 minutes, lasted 150 minutes. 
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CONTRACT CHANGE ENDANGERS WORLD BANK AID 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 80 pp 1, 9 
[Article by Warren Unna: "World Bank's Controversy With India" ] 


[Text] Washington, Nov. 25.--The World Bank, India's main source of foreign aid 
loans and India, the World Bank's principal and showcase client, are engaged in the 
first really serious controversy in their long and basically congenial relationship. 


It involves what the World Bank suspects is hanky-panky in the reworking of a con- 
tract long ago negotiated and agreed upon. The bank thinks that if this reworked 
contract is allowed to proceed it could compromise both the bank's reputation for 
ir -egrity and expertise and India's need for the best possible economic development 
assistance. The contract is to help India build her biggest-ever fertilizer plant, 
and the first in a projected series which are to make use of the waste natural gas 
now being burned off in the Bombay High oil extraction. 


All this comes just as the World Bank is struggling to maintain India's traditional 
level of loan money as China, with a considerably larger proportion of the world's 
needy, has joined the bank to put in its own bid for large-scale loans. It also 
comes as the World Bank is having more difficulty than ever coaxing already pledged 
financial support from its largest single donor, the USA, because of the increasingly 
negative and indifferent attitude of the U.S. Congress. 


At issue is a $250—million loan the World Bank agreed to provide India on June 28, 
1979. The loan was to enable India to build $812—million natural gas-based ammonia 
and urea Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers complex at Thal, south of Bombay. By 
1983 the complex was to begin producing 2,700 tons of ammonia and 4,500 tons of urea 
daily and thereby, permit India to save some $200 million a year in foreign exchange 
for fertilizer imports. 


The consultant's fee, variously estimated at between $25 million and $42 million 
(in the event of a second complex being built in Gujarat), was to go to a U.S. engi- 
neering firm, C.S. Braun of Southern California, which had been selected by Rashtriya. 
Braun was to be responsible for design, engineering and primary construction of the 
two-unit plant. 


But, even though the then Government of India signed the agreement with the World 
Bank in June 1979, a little more than a half year later the new Indira Gandhi 
Government ordered a review of all major foreign contracts. And, even though the 
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two high-level technical committees of business and civil servant experts had by 
then approved Braun as the most qualified consultant, and the one which offered 
energy-saving technology, the matter was sent on for further review by a group of 
Cabinet Ministers. 


Apparently, there was a division and the majority went against Braun. 


Then, this spring, the full Cabinet decided that the highly-lucrative consultant's 
fee for the Thal fertilizer complex should go to a group which earlier had been 
passed over in the original selection, the Danish fire of Haldor Topsoe and its re- 
portedly 50% owner, the Italian firm of Snam Progetti. 


When India suddenly informed the World Bank of this change, bank officials were 

taken aback. They knew Haldor Topsoe was reputable, but not for such large-scale 

and innovative projects as the one agreed upon for Thal. The World Bank has a policy 
of not specifying consultants, but instead indicating a panel of approved firms over 
which it maintains the right to veto. It asked India to justify the unusual change 
in an agreed-upon contract, and also to justify the change to a business group 

which by Indian officials’ own acknowledgement, would be charging India a "slightly 
less advantageous fee". 


The World Bank set October 31 as a deadline for this justification. India then 
asked for a two-month extension. 


Now unless India is able to justify its change in the original contract, the World 
Bank threatens to allow the contract to lapse at the end of this year, on December 31. 
This will mean no $250 million loan issued on the highly-advantageous terms of 20 
years with the first five years considered as a no-payment grace period and a very 
low interest rate of 7.9%. This, presumably, would kill the project and further 
defer India's need to become more self-sufficient in fertil‘zer and avoid paying 
scarce foreign exchange for imports. 


Mr David Hopper, the World Bank's Regional Vice-President for South Asia, a Canadian 
national and the official responsible for certifying the correctness of the trans- 
action, said he “assumed” India would provide a satisfactory technological assess- 
ment (i.e., justification) before the December 31 cut-off date for the loan. This, 
of course, is the diplomatically proper thing to say. 


Others don't see how India will be able to document her switch in principals. The 
explanations submitted by India so far--that the Danish-Italian group will provide 
India with more transfer in technology, and a more rigorous performance guarantee—- 
are regarded as wishful after-the-fact rationalizations. 


Mr David S. King, the U.S. alternate executive director on the World Bank board 
and a lawyer, put it more bluntly: “Originally, Braun got all of the high marks in 
both price and quality. Then the Indians demanded that the bids be re-evaluated. 
But, even after that, Braun still came out ahead. Then, when the Cabinet split, 
the Prime Minister and the Minister who had been very vocal in countermanding the 
whole thing said it had to go to Haldor Topsoe a top outfit, but one with no ex- 
perience in this sort of thing. And, their bid was clearly inferior. In this 
case, apparently, the thing was so foul and irregular that the bank, which ordi- 
narily might have closed its eyes, figured it could not close its eyes to this. 
They thought the thing was so smelly it was not even in the ballpark". 
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SHILLONG MIZO STUDENTS SUPPORT LALDENGA 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 80 p 9 


[Text] Shillong, Nov. 25.--The Mizo Students Union of Shillong has submitted a 
memorandum to the Prime Minister with two main demands, described as suggestions. 
First, that no third party should be associated with the peace negotiations without 
the approval or concurrence of the MNF leader, Mr Laldenga. Second, that Mr Laldenga 
should be allowed to visit Shillong and Mizoram before the end of the year to ex- 
plain “doubts that may arise out of the current negotiations” and clear doubts whether 
he is really free to go to Mizoram or other places”. 


This is the first mention of Shillong in any itinerary for the MNF leader. 


Reiterating their stand in an earlier memorandum to the Prime Minister in July, the 
new memorandum stresses that "you two (Mrs Gandhi and Mr Laldeuga) alone can ensure 
a settlement which would make Mizoram feel secure and content". 


According to the students, Mr Laldenga's alleged dishonesty was a canard spread by 
the Janata regime and abetted by “tools” like Mr Biakchhunga, former MNF "commander- 
in-chief" former top commanders like Zamana and Mr Laldenga's former bodyguard, 

Mr Lalsangliana Sailo. 


The students union is largely symbolic although Miros are trying for an Assam-style 
movement. Overt criticism of political parties and their leaders seeps through. 

The memorandum notes that the Mizoram Congress (I) is “largely accepted by the people 
because of the professed support for the MNF led by Mr Laldenga”, but it adds scepti- 
cally: "Of course, whether they genuinely support the MNF or not, you know better 
than us". 


Mizo students in Shillong are pro-Laldenga but were never so active. The ruling 
Peoples Conference perhaps organized the youth with flattering results since 1978; 
the MPCC (I) leader, Mr Lal Thanhawle and the breakway faction of the Conference 
are in the game now. The election of office-bearers to the Mizo Zirlai Pawl, the 
prestigious apex student body in Mizoram, is a setback for the brigadier. 


There are clear indications of a campaign to oust the Chief Minister using students 
power. But the demand that all MLAs should resign may be counter-productive. 
Brig. Sailo, now in Delhi, has virtually challenged Mr Laldenga to face him at the 
polls--inevitable if Mizoram is granted Statehood. Hitherto, Mr Laldenga had 
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pressed for President's Rule prior to an election, obviously apprehensive of a care- 
taker Government by the Peoples Conference. Almost to allay such fears, Brig. Sailo 
has declared that his Ministry would go out of office simultaneously with the grant 
of Statehood, which could be Mr Yash Pal Kapoor's promised Christmas gift to the 
Mizos, announced in Aizawl a few weeks ago. 


Whatever the prospects, MNF activists and the hardcore have stepped up tax collec- 
tions, recruitment and training. Official sources are disturbed by reports of MNF 
bands allying themselves closely with rebel ethnic groups in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts and the Arakans. President Ne Win's visits to New Delhi and Dacca are signi- 
ficant in this context. 


One school maintains that the MNF units across the border have established links, 

if not regular communication channels, with the Manipuri Peoples Liberation Army and 
Muivah's Maoist cadres further north. The other school holds that the MNF's opera- 
tional links with the Tripuri tribals and other splinter groups in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, east towards the Arakans, may be to carve out a sphere of influence, 
largely Christian and hence insulated against Maoist winds. 
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SPACE CENTER DIRECTOR TELLS ROCKET LAUNCHING PLANS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text) Bombay, November 27: India will launch a rocket of the SLV-3 type once in 
every eix months from early next year. During the launches many indigenous sub- 
stitutes for the imported componente will be tested. 


This ie one of the several major features of the profile for the decade 1980-90 
of the Indian Space Research Organisation, approved by the Union cabinet recently, 
according to Dr. Vasant Gowarikar, director of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, 
Triyandrus. 


Delivering the sixth Vikram Sarabhai memorial lecture under the auspices of the 
Institution of Engineers (India), Maharashtra state centre and other associations 
of engineers, here today, Dr. Gowarikar said the ISRO had achieved the goals set 
by the late Dr. Sarabhai for the decade 1970-80 and in certain respects its accom 
plishments had exceeded the targets. 


India's capacity in solid propellant technology was total and it could make every 
chemical component required, he said. 


The augmented satellite launching vehicle (ASLV), weighing 40 tonnes, is scheduled 
to be Launched by 1983-84 and this will enable Indian scientists to put in orbit 
a satellite weighing 150 kg. 


By 1986-87 ISRO is expected to launch an Indian remote sensing satellite in polar 


orbit and the satellite will weigh 600 kg. The rocket, polar SLV, will weigh 
330 tonnes, according to Dr. Gowarikar. 
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AIR FORCE MEDICAL CHIEF DISCUSSES PROJECTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Nov 80 p 11 


[Excerpt] Bangalore, Nov. 26. The Institute of Aviation Medicine here will shortly 


launch a research project on the comparative benefits of yoga and physical training 
on Air Force personne). 


Announcing this at «a press conference here on Tuesday, Air Vice-Marehal Mulk Raj, 
Director of Medical Services (Air), said that a liquid cool suit to be worn by 
pilots for mitigating the heat stress, particularly while flying high-speed, low- 
flying military aircraft was in an advanced stage of development. 


The Institute had conducted pioneering work in the field of hyperbaric medicine 

(any agent having a specific gravity greater than that of spinal fluid). With the 
application of this therapy the lives and limbs which would otherwise have been lost 
had been saved. He said the Institute had been authorised to treat civilians by 
means of hyperbaric therapy as the facility was not available eleewhere in Bangalore. 


A case of gas gangrene was recently saved by the application of this therapy, he 
said. 


A large number of cases involving extensive injuries to blood vessels had also been 
successfully treated. 


Air Commodore Sant, Air Officer Commanding Institute of Aviation Medicine told 
presemen that a pilot study on the benefits of yoga had slready been completed at 
the Institute and the Armed Forces Medical Development committee had been approached 
for finance for research on a comparative study of the benefits of yoga and physical 
training. 
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MINISTER SPEAKS AT TEXTILE SYMPOSTUM OPENING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Now 80 p 5 


[Text] Bombay, November 27. The need for transfer of technology from the developed 
countries to the developing nations and for building a collective self-reliance 

among the third-world countries themeelves was stressed here today by Mr. V.C. Shukla, 
Union minister for civil supplies, and president, Indian Standards Institution. 


Inaugurating the international textile engineering symposium, the minister said the 
transfer of technology could not just be effected by agreement at the government 
level, but could be transmitted more effectively through technical conferences. He 
was sure that in the fields of textiles and textile aachinery, the developed coun- 
tries would become willing partners in transferring their technology to the develop- 
ing countries in their own long-term interest. 





Collective Self-Reliance 


At the same time, the developing countries, he said, should build a collective self- 
reliance, particularly in exchanging their experiences and information relating to 
the adaptation of the imported technologies to suit their needs. He hoped that the 
Indian industry would be willing to share its experience and expertise with other 
developing countries for the growth of their national infrastructure in textiles. 


The development of the textile aachinery industry in India, Mr. Shukla said, had 
not reached a stage where, apart from catering to the domestic need, the country 
had started exporting them. The total value of the textile machinery and accessor- 
ies produced in the country was only Rs. 80 million in 1958. It increased to about 
Rs. 1,500 aillion in 1976-77 and was of the order of over Re. 2,300 willion in 1979- 
50. Exports of textile machinery for the last five years had amounted to over 

Rs. 700 million. The country, he pointed out, had aleo taken a lead in executing 
turnkey and semi-turnkey textile aills’ projects in different countries. 


The minister said the theme of this symposium--"Latest development in textile engi- 
neering as relevant to the textile industry in the third-world countries"--was 
particularly significant in the background of the development of textile industry 
in India at this juncture! He was happy that the symposium was being followed by 
an international exhibition displaying the latest textile machinery produced al) 
over the world. 


Mr. Suresh Mehta, chairman, India--ITME, steering committee, in his welcome address, 
said that in recent years, the Indian textile machinery sanufacturers had made some 
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Original contributions in the development of textile machinery and processing tech- 
nologies. India today manufactured a complete range of textile machinery and acces- 
sories not only for the cotton textile industry but even for synthetic and man-made 
fibre, and some major items for woollen and jute textile industries. 


Mr. Mehta eaid the third-world countries had great probleme for choosing appropriate 
technology, though there was the oeed for acquiring such technology which would en- 
able them a faster rate of industrialisation than would be possible otherwise. 

There had been clear indications in the recent past, he said, that the process of 
selecting and implementing relevant technologies in most of the third-world coun- 
tries had been haphazard causing « great deal of concern among the technocrats in 
such countries. 


The management side of sophisticated technologies, Mr. Mehta said, vas equally ia- 
portant. Ewen in India, a few textile wits in their eagerness to sodernise, 
adopted wrong priorities and in that process came to grief after making huge in- 
vestments. 


Mr. K. Rajagopal, president, Indian Cotton Mille’ Pederation, said that on account 
of the interaction between the textile industry's necessity to acquire a keen com 
petitive edge and the textile machinery manufacturers’ anxiety to ensure supplies 
from domestic production to the maximum extent, it had been possible for both the 
mill and machinery industries to take the right steps at the right time. 


Referring to the integrated textile policy, he hoped that the government would take 
all possible steps to ensure increased production of the industry. The industry, 
he said had occasions to impress upon the government the need for initiating a 
series of steps to facilitate modernisation without tears. 


Mr. Atul Bhagwati, chairman, Textile Machinery Manufacturers’ Association, proposed 
a vote of thanks. 
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INDO-EUROPEAN ENGINEERING COOPERATION STUDIED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Now 80 p 23 
{Article by Ramesh Chandran: “Conference on Tie-ups With W. European Contractors" | 


[Text] Paris, November 26: A two-day conference on cooperation between West Euro- 
pean contractors and Indian engineering firms interested in subcontract work, organ- 
ised by the Engineering Export Promotion Council, opened here on Monday. 


The largest of ite kind to be held here, it has attracted a sizable Indian delegation 
of SO members and 173 representatives from West European countries. France leads 
with 45 delegates, followed by West Germany and Italy, #4 each. The other countries 
represented are Belgium, the U.K. the Netherlands, Denmark, Austria and Spain. 


The purpose of the conference is to enable Indian and European firme to “co-tender" 
and “co-contract"” in projects in the developing countries, especially in West Asia 
and Africa. Conference officials maintained that such joint working would contribute 
to more-effective cost competitiveness and efficiency, “displacing sutual rivalry, 
unhealthy competition and unethical business practices". 


The tie-ups between Indian and West European firms have hitherto been on an ad hoc 
basis. So it is thought necessary to co-ordinate the efforts, even institutionalise 
them, in a bid to achieve a measure of regulation in areas like markets, specialisa- 
tion, project location and overall project economy. 


Better Equipped 


The European delegations are being briefed about the capacity and skills of the 
Indian engineering and construction firms where quite often they are better equipped 
to attain economy in the cost of capital goods which is so vital to certain project 
costs, India is often better placed to cater for the equipment requirements of pro- 
jects in West Asia and Africa on this basis. 


Moreover, Indian contractors have already undertaken projects, including turnkey 
plants, in West Asia and Africa. Since the European contractors and suppliers are 
also already participating on « massive scale in the industrial and developmental 
programmes of the developing countries in West Asia, the scope of co-operation is 
said to be “lisitless”. 


As one official pointed out, one of the aims of the conference is to draw up an 
“inventory of sutual capabilities with a view to providing the gost economical and 
optimistic project package by the two sides.” 














For the uninitiated Western tndustrialist, liste of material in whose production 
India has achieved advance are readily made available. It was pointed out 
that the country ranked tenth among the most-industrialised nations and the eighth 
largest producer of industrial goods. It also had the third largest reservoir of 
technical and ecientific manpower. 


Appropriately, the phenomenal strides made in exports by the engineering industry 

in the past 25 years is being emphasised. ‘The exports have increased from Rs. 5 
crores in 1956-57 to Re. 900 crores in 1980-81. A wide range of primarily iron and 
ateel-based items, consumer durables, capital goods, projects and services are 
being exported by the country. The European industrialists are told that the Indian 
industry has planned to step up the present level of exports to Re. 10,000 crores 
by 1990-91, 


Overseas Contracts 


The Indian industiralistse have also attempted to analyse the magnitude of the success 
achieved by India in civil construction in securing contracts from overseas countries 
to the tune of $3,000 million in the face of stiff competition. These include the 
construction of hydro-projects, bridges, dams, international airports and townships. 


To those overseas industrialists who are hesitant to tangle with India's proverbial 
bureaucratic red tape, the delegates have been quick to point out the changing com 
position of national production being reflected in the changing pattern of India's 
foreign trade. The process of transfer of technologies has already been set in 
motion. Of the 199 joint venture projects entered into by July 31, 109 have already 
gone into production and 83 are under implementation, The investment involved in 
these projects is nearly $100 million. 


The Engineering Export Promotion Council, which is heading the Indian delegation, 

is striving to stress its role as a catalyst in the promotion of export of India's 
engineering goods through its network of ten foreign and four regional offices with- 
in the country. 


As one delegate has pointed out, their task is to convince Western industrialists 
that in a space of two decades Indian engineering industries have matured from 
being supplies of basic products to the domestic market protected by a thick wall 
of import restrictions to outward-looking and dynamic traders, seeking and winning 
big foreign contracts. 


Publicity Drive 


Among those participating in the conference included Mr. Khurshid Alam Khan, minister 
of etate for commerce, Mr. M. Rasgotra, ambassador to France, Mr. P.K. Dave, am 
bassador to Belgium and the EEC and special economic envoy in West Europe, and 

Mr. C.D. Shah, chairman of the council. Th French minister of external trade, 

Mr. Michel Cointat, addressed the conferenc: . 


There has been a well-orchestrated publicit) campaign for the conference here. Paris's 


leading daily, Le Monde, carried a six-page supplement on India's industrial poten- 
tial. It also featured articles on the Tata empire and the prospects for closer 
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French co-operation with India's industry. Elsewhere, this week's European edition 
of Time magazine issued a 12-page special advertising section on India which aleo 
mentioned the conference. 


At the conference, among one of the widely-distributed printed notes was a statement 
on India's industrial policy by the minister of state for industry, Dr. Charanjit 
Chanana, in both French and English. In an otherwise cohesive analysis, it contained 
severely-critical references to the performance of non-Congress governments and 
flattering reference to the Congress government. 


In a paragraph on the “take-off stage", the minister's statement said: "The industrial 
progress of India during the past three decades can be attributed to the policies 
pursued by the Congress governments. While the country reached a take-off stage in 
mid-1970s, both the growth channels--optisum utilisation of installed capacity as 
well as expansion of industries--were choked off by the 33—month rule of the Janata 
party and its successor government. 
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DELHI INVESTIGATES CHANGE IN PRICE INDEX BASE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov. 25.--Having rejected the Rath Committee's report on correct- 
ing the consumer price index, the Government has decided to go through another ex- 
ercise of investigating the preparation of a new series with 1980-81 as the base. 


The exercise will be undertaken by a committee headed by Mr K. C. Seals, Director- 
General of the Central Statistical Organization. The committee has been asked to 
submit its report in two months’ time. 


The consumer price index, on which the dearness allowance formula is based, is sup- 
posed to be revised every 10 years. This revision is considered necessary in order 
to link the series with the prevailing consumption pattern and prices. The changes 
in the index are expected to take care of the changes in the consumers’ tastes, 
habits, income and the average expenditure on consumption items. 





The present series of consumer price index numbers for workers have been compiled 
by the Labour Bureau, Simla, on base 1960-100 and are based on the family budget 
enquiries conducted in 1958-59. The Labour Bureau prepared a new series with 1971 
as the base year but there was strong opposition to it from trade union organiza- 
tions. The bureau was told that the old system of compilation was faulty and there 
was no point in introducing a new series with the same old faults. Thus, the 1971 
consumer series remained merely an official exercise. 


The Rath Committee, which had been appointed to rectify the consumer price index 
numbers three years ago, submitted its report to the Government in January, 1978. 

But, the Government rejected the unanimous recommendations of the tripartite Rath 
Committee on the plea that their implementation might generate more inflation. The 
implementation of the committee's report would have meant a minimum seven-point rise 
in the consumer price index, making another instalment of dearness allowance due 

for employees in the Centre and State Governments. Quite apart from the additional 
financial burden on the private sector units, increased dearness allowance for 
Government employees would have meant an additional monthly expenditure of Rs 2 crores 
to the Central Government alone. 


The Rath Committee had not favoured any fundamental departure in collection of price 
indices as was demanded by trade union representatives, but only suggested the cor- 
rection of some faults in the computation of indices in regard to some items. 


The rejection of the committee's report has been criticized by trade unions on the 
ground that this amounted to denial to the workers of neutralization of the cost of 
living through additional dearness allowance due since the 60s. 
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INDIA 


JUTE GROWERS REPORTED IN ‘DISTRESS SEASON' 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Nov 80 p 10 


{(Text] This has been another season of distress for the jute growers. Prices in 
the open market have crashed to Rs 50 a quintal below the statutory minimum, prob- 
ably the lowest ever. 


According to informed sources, the main reason for the prevailing low prices is the 
high production in the past three years, In 1978-79, the production was an all- 
time record of 8.2 million bales. In 1979-80, it was 7.6 million bales and this 
year it is estimated to be between 7.5 million and 8 million bales. 





In addition to the high production, substantial quantities of raw jute are regularly 
being smuggled in from Bangladesh, where production has been so high in recent years 
that the Government there has been forced to do away with the system of having 
"floor prices" for the crop. It is believed that the jute is smuggled into West 
Bengal in exchange for items like paddy or salt. 


According to the sources, the total availability of raw jute this year is about 

11 million bales including a carry-over stock of 3.4 million bales from last year. 
Since the consumption is estimated to be only about 8 million bales, there are be- 
lieved to be no chances for the farmers getting a remunerative price as long as 
there is such a huge glut in the market. 


As in the past few years, the performance of the Jute Corporation of India has not 
been satisfactory. Till now, it has been able to procure only about 600,000 bales. 
Since only about 50% of this quantity has been bought directly from the growers, 

it has not been able to make any impact on the price situation. 


Since its inception in 1971, the JCI has never been able to procure more than 11% 
of the total jute crop. Its share this year is not likely to go beyond 5%. The 
JCI is burdened with a huge unsold stock of about 1.3 million bales. This has led 
to the blocking of costly space in the godowns. 


One way to ease the glut in the market is through the export of raw jute. But in 


this, the JCI has not met with much success. Till now, it has been able to export 
only about 100,000 bales. 
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TENSION REPORTED IN WEST BENGAL HARVEST 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Nov 80 p 16 


[Text] Burdwan, Nov. 26.--The countryside in West Bengal looks lovely at this time 
of the year. As you drive out of any mofussil town you see fields of golden paddy 
ready for the sickle. In some areas harvesting has just begun. Women are seen 

in fields tying paddy stocks in bundles, 


The scene is idyllic. But there is considerable tension during the harvesting 
season. In Burdwan district, which has witnessed many wild fluctuations in the past 
years in the political fortunes of the two main rivals--the CPI(M) and the Congress 
(I1)--clashes during harvesting are a regular feature. This year the tension is 
brewing between the Congress (I) and the CPI(M). 


According to official sources, at least 25 clashes have so far taken place in which 
no less than 55 people, including women, were injured and about 40 people arrested. 
So far, 18 police camps have been opened. At least, one camp for each thana will 
be set up soon. A special control room has started operating with five deputy 
magistrates on round-the-clock duty. 


The district authorities fear the situation may deteriorate during the first week 
of December when harvesting will be in full swing. Clashes reported so far have 
been mainly over daily wages to farm labourers. 


Senior police officials feel that more vehicles and men are needed. The district 
with an area of 7,007 sq km and a population of 5.5 million, has only about 2,800 
policemen. The authorities have asked for more force and vehicles. So far, one 
company of police has arrived and four vehicles have been available, according to 
Mr H.A. Safwi, Superintendent of Police. There are more than 300 "traditional 
trouble spots" in the district. 


More than 10 people, said to be CPI(M) supporters, were injured when a jotedar 
allegedly fired on them when they were harvesting paddy in a plot at Mollasarui in 
Galshi area on November 20. More than 12 persons including seven alleged Congress(I) 
men were arrested. Police seized two guns from the jotedars. 


Commenting on an incident of alleged forcible harvesting at Maro in the Budbud thana 
area by the CPI(M-L) followers a spokesman of the party said: "Our party will side 
by actual bargadars". 

















The main issue of trouble in the villages at present is the strike by agricultural 
labourers. A strike has been called over the demand for a minimum daily wage of 

Rs 8.10. According to official sources, there are about 304-500 agricultural la- 
bourers in the district. The landowners say it is “simply impossible" for them to 
pay such a “high amount". One of them said: "We are ready to pay Rs 3 and a cer- 
tain amount of rice, apart from conventional gustard oil and bidi. A daily wage of 
Rs 8.10 will compel us to abandon farming. 


The controversy may have a long term effect on relations between the landowners and 
labourers, nearly 502% of whom come from other districts. The CPI(M) leaders are 
determined to champion the cause of the labourers. However, Mr Mehboob Zahidi, 
chairman of the Burdwan Zilla Parishad, said that some sort of a “compromise” was 
being allowed between the landowners and the sharecroppers. "Our panchayats have 
been asked to urge those who can afford to pay not to deprive the labourers", he 
added. An all-Party meeting was held here yesterday on this issue, with Mr Zahidi 
in the chair. 


Congress (I) sources, however, allege that the CPI(h) men are not allowing even 
“willing workers" to harvest and that they are terrorizing farmers who are harvest- 
ing with labourers brought from outside. Small and marginal farmers who did not 
contribute to the CPI(M) fund are not spared, it is alleged. 


Some followers of the Forward Bloc (Marxist) were allegedly assaulted by members 

of the Krishak Samity, the peasant organization of the CPI(M) when they were work- 
ing in the fields on November 12 violating the strike call by the Krishak Samity to 
press their demand for the minimum daily wage. 


Another major point of dispute is land tenancy. According to official sources, 
many peasants who were allotted land during the second United Front regime were 
evicted by the Congress after its 1972 victory and plots were redistributed mainly 
among Congress supporters. The present landowners fear their crops would be har- 
vested "forcibly" by others. They do not appear to draw much comfort from official 
assurance that only those who had sown paddy seeds would be allowed to harvest. 


The CPI(M) leaders make no secret of their intention to take over land which was 
“distributed improperly" during the Congress regime. Mr Zahidi said that his party 
would help harvest crops on land bargadars had done the sowing. According to him 
there are about 1.15 million acres of agricultural land in the district. During the 
past three years about 24,500 thousand bargadars have been recorded. About 75 cases 
concerning land disputes are yet to be settled. 


The police face a tricky situation because in many cases court injunctions and 
Government directives appear to clash. There are instances of jotedars obtaining 
injunctions on harvesting where bargadars claimed to have actually done the sowing. 


The police in some cases have been asked to seize the disputed crop but the bargadars, 
it is felt, cannot afford to wait until disoutes are resolved. Efforts are being 
made to sort out such cases through negotiations at the block-level committees 
comprising block development officers, junior land reforms officers and officers- 
in-charge of the police stations concerned. 
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BENGAL FLOUR MILLS HIT BY IRREGULAR WHEAT SUPPLY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 80 p 4 


[Text] The irregular supply of wheat has seriously affected production at flour 
mills in West Bengal. Some time back, the Centre, in order to conserve the wheat 
component in the Central buffer stock, had reduced the wheat quota of the State's 
flour mills by half. But during the past two months, the flour mills in the State 
had not received even this reduced flour quota, it is learnt. 


As a result, the capacity utilization of the flour mills has not dropped to 352. 
There are 35 flour mills in the State and of these, 21 are in the greater Calcutta 
area. It is stated that the wheat supply to the mills in Calcutta and Howrah was 
short by 1,000 tons and 1,800 tons in September and October, respectively. 


The situation in the districts was worse. The monthly wheat quota of the mills 
in the districts was 6,000 tons. Supply to these mills fell short by 50Z and 352% 
in September and October, respectively. The shortfall in supply is said to have 
been caused by the depletion of stocks at the Food Corporation of India's godowns. 


Apart from the shortfall in the supply of wheat, the mills were handicapped by the 
suspension of wheat supply by lorry transport contractors from November 4. The 
contractors demanded an increase in the transort charges by 25% to 40%. But the 
flour mill industry, being a controlled trade in terms of price, production and 
distribution of the end product, considered the demand excessive. 


Several mills were compelled to suspend their production as '. Mo wheat stock 
left. The contractors, however, resumed supply from November 13 en talks for a 
settlement of the dispute started. An agreement is expected to be signed shortly 
ending the disputes between the mill owners and the contractors, it is stated. 


The mills, it is learnt, are not happy with the wheat stock position in the FCI 
godowns in and around Calcutta. There have been occasions in the past few weeks when 
nv delivery programmes could be given by the FCI because of lack of stocks at the 
godowns. At times, mills had to lift wheat straight from the rakes to maintain 
their production. 
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INDIA 


MERCURY DEPOSIT DISCOVERED--New Delhi, November 26 (PTI): The Geological Survey of 
India has located an occurrence of native mercury at the southern tip of the Arnala 
Island near Bombay. The spot is about 1.5 km away from the sea coast submerged 
under a columm of 1.5 metre deep seawater. It is exposed periodically for an hour 
or so twice a month when the tide is very low during new moon or no moon days, says 
an official release. The GSI has initiated action for investigating on a priority 
basis the collection of basic geological data. The investigation would enable the 
GSI to draw up further exploration programme. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 27 Nov 80 p 13] 


CONGRESS(U) SESSION CANCELED--Ajmer, November 26: The plenary session of the all- 
India Congress committee (U), which was scheduled to be held next month in Jodhapur, 
has been cancelled. It is understood that the pradesh Congress (U) chief, Mr. Nathu 
Ram Mirdha, has expressed his inability to hold it. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 27 Nov 80 p 14] 





DOWRY CRIMES--New Delhi, November 26 (PTI): The government has ordered compulsory 
investigation and post mortems in cases of married women dying in unnatural cir- 
cumstances during the first five years of their marriage. This was stated in the 
Lok Sabha today by the minister of state for home affairs, Mr. Yogendra Makwana. 

A circular had been issued to the states and territories with instructions that 
"serious notice” should be taken by the police of all cases of "attempted suicide” 
or death in suspicious circumstances of young married women. Officers not below 
the rank of deputy superintendent of police should personally investigate such 
cases. A team of doctors should do the post-mortem where required. The government 
has further directed that disposal of bodies without post mortems should not be per- 
mitted except with "no objection” certificates by the police and the police should 
not give such certificates unless the bodies had been seen by parents, guardians or 
other close relatives from the woman's side. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 27 Now 80 p 14] 


TANK PURCHASE PROPOSAL--New Delhi, November 26 (PTI): The Indian government proposes 
to acquire some more sophisticated battle tanks from abroad as an interim measure, 
the Lok Sabha was informed today. The country was, however, trying to develop its 
own main battle tank (MBT), which would incorporate futuristic technological ad- 
vancements, the minister of state for defence, Mr. Shivraj Patil, said. Mr. Patil 
told Mr. Chintamani Jena and Mr. Chhitubhai Camit in a written reply that the 
Vijayanta tank was not likely to become out-of-date soon. It had a 105-mm gun, 
which was considered to be the optimum tank gun during the sixties and had been 
adopted by most advanced countries at that time. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 27 Nov 80 p 14] 
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NEW MANIPUR OFFICIALS-—Imphal, November 27 (PTI): Mr. Rishang Keishing, newly-elected 
leader of the legislature Congress(I) party, was sworn in today as chief minister 

of Manipur. Along with him two cabinet ministers and a minister of state were also 
sworn in. The governor of the north-eastern states, Mr. L.P. Singh, administered 
the oath of office and secrecy to the ministers at Raj Bhavan here. The former 
chief minister, Mr. R.K. Dorendra Singh, and high civil and police officials were 
present. The ministers sworn in today are: Mr. I. Tompok Singh, leader of the 
Congress(U) legislature party, and Mr. Ngurdienglen. Mr. Th. Krishna Singh of the 
Manipur People's Party (G) was also sworn in as a minister of state. Mr. Keishing 
heads a three-party coalition ministry, comprising the Congress(I), the Congress(U) 
and the Manipur People’s Party (CG) with a total strength of 36 in the 60-member 
legislative assembly. The new ministers, including Mr. Keishing, were members of 
the previous coalition ministry headed by Mr. Dorendra Singh who had resigned 
following his appointment as ambassador to Norway. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 28 Nov 80 p 9) 








JAGUAR PURCHASE PLANS--New Delhi, November 27: Sir Frederick Page, chairman of 
British Aerospace, announced today that the Jaguar deal with India was going ahead 

as originally planned. The deal falls into three parts-~-purchase of a certain num 
ber of Jaguar planes from Britain, their assembly in India and finally their manu- 
facture in Bangalore. Sir Frederick, who is a member of the British industrialists’ 
delegation to India, told newsmen that all the three phases were intact. Some Jaguar 
planes had already been bought by the Indian Air Force and the supply of further 
aircraft was proceeding. Sir Frederick prefaced these remarks by expressing his 
"happiness" with the statement made by Mrs. Indira Gandhi on January 19 on the Jaguar 
deal, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Nov 80 p 9] 


SINO-INDIAN INSURANCE TALKS--Beijing, November 27 (PTI): Sino-Indian bilateral co- 
coperation in the field of general insurance moved a step forward following just- 
concluded talks between the New India Assurance Company, a public-sector undertaking 
and people's Insurance Company of Chian. The two-member Indian delegation was led 
by Mr. A.C. Mukherji, chairman-cum-managing director. The Hong Kong based manager 
of the company, Mr. Samarth, also participated in the talks. During its visit here, 
the delegation had wide-ranging discussions to define the areas of cooperation 
between the two insurance organisations. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 28 Nov 80 p 12] 


STATISTICS ON POVERTY--New Delhi, November 27 (UNI): More than 48 per cent of the 
country’s total population is below the poverty line, according to the latest 

















assesement of the planning commission, Giving this information in the Rajya § 
today, the planning minister, Mr. N.D,. Tewari, said thie fresh estimate - hd 
age of people living below the poverty line had been prepared by analysing consumer 
expenditure data for 1977-78. The estimates vere derived by using the poverty line 
of Re. 65 per capita per month in 1977-78 prices corresponding to a minimum daily 
requirement of 2,400 calories per person in the rural areas and the poverty line 
of Re .75 corresponding to requirement of 2,100 calories in the urban areas. Ac- 
cording to these estimates, 50,82 per cent of the rural population and 38,19 per 
cent of the urban population and 48,13 per cent of the country's total population 


is below the t . 
80 p 20) poverty line, (Excerpt) (Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Nov 


NEW NAGALAND MINISTER--Shillong, November 26: Mr. Pongam was yesterday sworn in as 

the minister of state in the Nagaland council of ministers, headed by Mr. J.B. Jasokie. 
With the induction of Mr. Pongam, the strength of the Jasokie ministry has increased 
to 19. Mr. Pongam fille the vacancy caused by the resignation of the former in- 
dustries minister, Mr. K. Chishi. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

27 Nov 80 p 22] 


COOPERATION WITH SENEGAL-~-Ahmedabad, November 26: The Indian Farmers' Fertilizers 
Cooperatives (IFFCO) will, in a qulti-national project, set up a phosphoric acid 
plant in Senegal, on the west coast of Africa. The Rs. 100-crore project to be set 
up with Senegal, French and IFFCO collaboration will be assisted by the World Bank. 
Mr. Brahmkumer Bhatt, chairman of IFFCO, told reporters here yesterday that the en- 
tire production of the plant would be imported to the IFFCO's Kandla plant for pro- 
ducing phosphatic fertilisers. This was being done because at present the Kandla 
plant, with an annual production capacity of 3.75 lakh tonnes, had at times under- 
utilised ite capacity for want of adequate supply of phosperic acid. At present 
the raw material was being imported from five countries. The IFFCO investment in 
the Senegal project would be Rs. 8 to Re. 10 crores. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 27 Nov 80 p 22) 


SUBMARINES TO INDIA--Kiel (West Germany), Dec. 11: A shipbuilders firm is close 
to conclusion of a contract for the supply of two submarines for the Indian Navy, 
Indian Ambassador Ali Mohammad Khusr said on Thursday after three days of talks 

in this North German city--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 12 Dec 80 p 20) 


CSO: 4220 


49 




















REAGAN'S VIEWS ON RELIGIOUS WAR ANALYZED 





Karachi THE MUSLIM WORLD in English 13 Dec 80 p 2 


[Article by Dr Viqar A. Hamdani) 


{Text} 


The President-elect, Mr. 
Reagan, i@ an amazing © 
(ridiculing Muslim religious feel- 
iogs) in an interview to Laurence 
1, Barrett, Time Senior Corres- 

ndeot, published io its issue of 

ov. 17, 1980, has reportedly said, 
“and lately we bave even seen the 
possibilities of, literally, a religious 
war—the Muslims returning (to the 
idea that the way to heaven is to 
lose your life fighting the Chris- 
ads aod Jews" and consequently 
drew countrywide indignant 
tests from numerous American 
Muslim and religious organiza- 
tions. Also, some of the represen- 
tatives of and Jewish 
NGO's at the United Nations 
privatcly expressed in no unmis- 
takeable terms their dismay and 
disapproval of such an irresponsi- 
ble remark. At the same time, 
no such protest or even response 
to my = —** by 
any usi.a govers- 
ment in the Middle East or any of 
its representatives at the U.N. or 


in Wasbingtoo. 


One is therefore naturally 
tempted to ask a8 to why Mr. 
Reagan went out of his way to 
make ⸗ belligereat attack on Islam 
and stranger aut, why the Arab 
aod Muslim governmests did not 
utter a single word of protest. Io 
fact, the leading Sauc: ‘ 
Al-Riyadb, in its issues of Nov, 12 
aod 16 reproducing the above 





deliberately bis question 
with the wera "You have 13 
very explicit i9 your support for 
Israel) weluding 6 West Bank 
settlements ;" a0 obvious reference 


policy statement, Mr. Reagan 
heavily on his expert 
advisers melude a number 
of io allies holding the Presi- 
dent-elect to a tight pro-Israeli 
policy as well as some others who 
advocate a more balanced and 
even-banded approach to the 
Middle East policies cndeavorin 
to pull the at-elect bac 
from ao all-out support for Israc). 
Thus, this ve reference to 


“religious war” and by ioference 
to the Islamic doctrine of Jehad, 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM SUPPORTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 18 Dec 80 p 7 


| Editorial) 
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oe wished W, bul the 
likely reasons are probd- 
| lack of information 
high cost. The more 
recent World Fertil 
Survey also showed 
half married women 
in Pakistan did not 
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want ay more children 
but less than a sixth of 
them went in for modern 
ways of contraception. 
There can be little doubt, 
therefore, that !f an effici- 


— — 





23 


then it can be successful 

in reducing the birth rate 

fairly quickly. The urgent 
for cannot be 

overstressed, for a 

rate of population 

is at the root of many of 

the country’s worries. 




















PAKISTAN 


INTEREST-FREE BANKING FROM 1 JANUARY 


Karachi DAWN in English 19 Dec 80 pp 1, 20 
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FIRST INSTALMENT OF 99M SDR'S RECEIVED 


Karachi DAWN in English 19 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] 


ISLAMABAD. Dec. 16 Pakietian 
has received tic first instalment 
of 9 million Sl)As, ejual Ww about 
133 million dollars, from the In- 


fund facility. 

Todays Cabinet decision to ep- 
large the scope of imporw, 
while maintaining Wwe import 
range, is stated to be a manifesta- 
tion of the availability of larger 
funds from the IMF. Mr. laharwi 
Haq, Commerce Secretary, said 
the IMP commitment had facilit- 
ated the enlargement of imports. 

He contested the assertion that 
Pakistan was obliged W remove 
the current ban on certain items 
of imports under the terms of 
the IMP facility. But all the same, 
he said, availability of funds for 


26 


if 
ili 
i 
all 


sidered desirable from 
tional point of view. 

He said the foreign exchange 
reserve had also improved and 
‘rom about 100 million dollars 
about 14 months ago, these had 
risen t© 40 million dollars. This 
‘vas in addition to the gold heid 
y Pakistan. 

The Commerce Secretary hope- 
‘ully observed that the stress 
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PAKISTAN 


UNICEF-AIDED PLAN FOR DADU, THARPARKAR 
Karachi DAWN in English 16 Dec 80 p 9 
[Article by Izharul Hasan Burney] 


[Text] Water supply and sanitation to over 60 per cent of the total population 
(2.35 million) of Dadu and Tharparkar districts, training of 3,000 (out of possible 
5,000) indigenous mid-wives, and completing the network of immunisation centres in 
the province are some of the features of the six year UNICEF-—aided Action Plan 

for the development of the child in Sind which goes into operation on Jan 1 next. 


Of all Sind regions, drinking water supply problem is most acute in Tharparkar 
and Dadu districts which are also part of the Indus Basin believed to be world's 
biggest sweet water reserve underground. 





Surveys indicate that in Tharparkar District wells drilled to the depth of 400 to 
500 feet reach the source of an enormous and almost inexhaustable supply of sweet 


water. [as published] 


The Action Plan therefore envisages substantial rise in per capita consumption of 
water by spudding wells in the dry zones, (ii) renovation, improvement and expansion 
of the existing surface water sources, and (iii) deep bore holes to supplement 
surface water source in deficient areas, priority going to villages where the 

water source is more than two miles away. [as published] 


In the dry zones of Tharparkar District eight exploratory wells will be spudded 
by end-1981 and will become functional with suitable additions during the Plan 


period. 


Since increased per capita consumption of water also increases incidence of water- 
related diseases unless improvements in environmental sanitation and personal 
hygience are also provided, the scheme provides for hygienic disposal of refuse 

in the remotest areas of the two districts. [as published] This includes train- 
ing of elected councillors, teachers anc student community, and others who should 
be the first beneficiary and should set the pace of public education in personal 
hygiene and environmental sanitation. 


Training of Mid-wives 


This was started as a pilot project in Mirpur Sakro in 1976. Mobile training 
teams were formed, spearheaded by the Lady Health Visitor. So far, 45 mid-wives 
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(daees) have been trained in the use of drugs, anti-septics etc and safe methods 
of handling pre and post natal cases/problems. 


Indigenous mid-wives are an integral part of our society, rural areas in particular, 
and are destined to play a very important role for a long time to come. 


The Action Plan therefore, envisages ¢ « .ar training to ‘daees' in other parts of 
the provinces--to cover 75 per cent of their known strength of 5,000 by 1986. 


Under a project director, five mobile teams will be organised at Karachi, Hyderabad, 
Sukkur, Larkana and Mirpurkhas or Nawabshah. Each team will have two Lady Health 
Visitors and a social worker besides other staff. They will organise 15-day 
training programmes for ‘daees' who would get a daily allowance and the kit (free) 
at the end--certificate also. 


To protect children from measles, polio, pertussis, TB, whooping caugh, diptheria, 
tetanus, and tetanus mecnatomum, the Action Plan envisages establishment of 200 
main static CPI centres all over the province, consolidation of existing centres, 
and setting up of sub-centres at the rate of 2-3 per main centre. 


The target will be coverage to 50 per cent of the population by 1983-84, extend it 
to 60 per cent in 1984-85, and to 70 per cent in 1985-86 including all school- 
going children and 60 per cent of pregnant women. 


A large team of vaccinators will be trained to cover the remotest areas, mobility 
will be ensured for personnel and vaccines, and a surveillance network and evalua- 
tion system will be developed to make sure that the EPI centres and sub-centres 
work efficiently. 


Efficacy of the vaccines being of paramount importance, special care will be taken 
to organise a highly efficient system of procurement, storage and supply at all 
stages including cold-chain system from the airport to the consumer end. 


The scope of this extended project is to cover 150 girls schools (30 each year from 
1982 onwards)--30 in Karachi and 120 in Hyderabad division. 


Skills will be introduced for girls of Class IV and V in knitting, sewing, 
embroidery and local craft, to enable girls to earn an average of Rs 30 per month. 


During experimental stage in 1979-80 in Karachi, it proved very successful and 
girls earned extra by selling products in specially organised bazaars. 


On the same basis, primary schools will be selected for the introduction of the 
selected skills. 


Popularising ORS 
The scheme aims production and consumption of five million oral rehydration salts 
(ORS) packets annually and their mass distribution by bringing down the activity 


from the district headquarters level to taluka and village level. 


Because of the limited capacity of the National Health Laboratories, Islamabad, 
some pharmaceutical company will be enlisted for the manufacture of desired 
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quantity of ORS, while at least 1,000 para-medical personnel will have to be 
trained for distribution, monitoring and surveillance including reduction in 
morbidity due to diarrhoea/gastroenteritis. 


Mohalla Schools 


The ol jective of this scheme is to fully utilise facilities existing at the 

mohalla schools by providing extra facilities like a small black-board, jute 
matting, basic work material like pencils, slates etc and reading materials 

including books and exercise books. 


Slum Improvement 


A scheme has been prepared to extend the scope of the Baldia Sanitation Pilot 
Project to some other ‘Kutchi Abadis' like Baluch colony where sewerage system 
has not been laid as yet and environmental sanitation is a dire necessity. 


On an experimental basis, a total of 125 soak pits had been built in Baldia 
till August last. Sixty more were being built--averaging about Rs 1,800 per unit. 


These became so popular that the pending requests exceed the work-pace and better-of 
residents have built these out of their own resources. [as published] 


The objective is that residents of ‘kutchi abadis’ should built such soak pits 
themselves or with institutional help to find way for hygenic disposal of refuse 
and thus bring overall improvement to heal the conditions in the slum areas. [as 
published] 


Repair of Schools 


A very important part of the Action Plan is the scheme to repair and overhaul 
primary school buildings, particularly in the rural areas. 


This has been preferred to the alternate plan for in-service training of teachers 
as it is felt that large drop-outs were also due to the dilapidated state of the 
school buildings. 


The multi-million scheme will be financed to the extent of 95 per cent through 
UNICEF funds, while Sind Government's contribution of matching funds would be 
limited to just about five per cent. 


Projects for which funds have already been appropriated are worth Rs 144.55 
million--UNICEF's contribution Rs 127 million (86.3 per cent) Sind Government's 
Rs 17.466 million (13.7 per cent). 


The following is the complete list and rupee cost of these schemes: 
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8. 

No. Scheme UNICEF Sind Total 
1. Mid-wives training 16,397,000 4,876,800 21,273,800 
2. Health Education 7,140,000 1,000,000 8,140,000 
3. Oral Rehydration Salts 3,618,000 171,900 37,88,900 [sic] 
4. EPI 37,288,000 9,117,700 36,405, 700 
5. Income generation (women) 5, 700,000 600 ,000 6,300,000 
6. Girls Income Generation 1,919,000 139,500 2,058,500 
7. Mohalla Schools 2,965,000 60,000 3,025,000 
8. Reading improvements 9,609,000 300 , 000 9,909 ,000 
9. Slum improvement 5,730,000 — 5,730,000 
10. Planning Capacity 7,800,000 600 ,000 8,400,000 
ll. Community development 6,500,000 500 , 000 7,000,000 
12. TB and other drugs 22,420,000 -- 22,420,000 


Total: 127,086,000 17,465,900 144,551,900 


In addition to the above UNICEF will contribute 95 per cent of the cost of 
scheme for repair and renovation of primary schools, while its contribution to 
the scheme for rural water supply and sanitation will be to the extent of 70 per 
cent. 
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PAKISTAN 


PARCO COMPLETED AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 Dec 80 p 1 
[Article by Sikander Hayat] 


[Text] The Karachi-Mahmoodkot oil pipeline project of Pak-Arab Refinery Company 
(PARCO) has been completed ahead of schedule, saving 15 million dollars it was 
learnt here today. 


The 869-kilometre pipeline is now undergoing debugging operation and it is hoped 
that it would come on stream by February next year. 


The entire project has been done by Pakistani engineers and technicians. Explain- 
ing the complex nature of the project, an expert said that welding joints alone 
were over 70,000. 


He said that the mechanical work of the pipeline had proved satisfactory and during 
the first two weeks of the debugging operation no snag had been detected. 


The PARCO Board, which met in Abu Dhabi under the chairmanship of Pakistan's 
Secretary of Petroleum and Natural Resources Mashiuddin, was reportedly conveyed 
the appreciation of the United Arab Emirates for the ahead-of-schedule completion 
of the project. 


The work on UAE-Pakistan 195 million dollars joint venture started in October 
1978. 


The 16-inch pipeline is designed to be used for the movement of high speed 
diesel, kerosene and light diesel oil from Karachi to market in the north. 


It is believed that the pipeline will considerably ease the transportation load of 
the railways which is now the main source of oil movement from Karachi to the up- 
country. 


cso: 4220 
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OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 14 Dec 80 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text |] 








A Canadian delegation 


serious nergy shortage in 
Pakistan this visit is of 
immense significance. By 
the end the present 
century, Pakistan will re- 
quire 27,000 MW of instal- 
led power capacitv but 
will have achieved only the 
output of 6,000 MW bv the 
end of the current Five- 
Year Plans. Even putting 
ali the energy sources tw- 
gether, like oil. coal, cas 
and hvydro-electricitv, the 
total vroduction will not 
be more than 11.000 MW 
There are, therefore, only 
two courses open to us to 
reach the extremely tough 
energy targets. We must 
use energy sparingly, cut- 
ting consumption where- 
ever we can, and must step 
up our efforts to find mure 
oil and in the countrv 
to curtail the crippling oil- 
bill which is expected to 
spiral further in the com- 
ing years. We have been 
rather complacent about 













. per 

com- 

revision of 

mow warns that 

the gas will be exhausted in 
20 ¥ . Unless more gas 
try, the 4 
tion of C come 
to an abrupt end. There 
is no limit to the accele- 
rated use and oi! 
in our daily lives. This vear 
the consumption of oil as 
an energy source, {stead 
of going down following 
economy measures, has 
gone up 17 per cent 
mostly in the transport 
sector. Given the state of 


in terms of cost. Recently, 
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PAKISTAN 


toreign experts have once 
again estimated that there 
are vast untapped reser- 
voirs of oil and gas in 
Pakistan. The Indus Basin 
and the area of Baluchis- 
tan together are supposed 
to contain 53 billion bar- 
rels of oil which should be 
tapped and made available 
tur consumption to remuve 
the burden of foreign debt 
and to meet the require. 
ments of energy in the 
erowing industria! sectcr 
Ou the basis of past re 
cord, foreign firms shou:d 
be interested in prospect- 
ing in Pakistan. So tar 175 
wells have been drilled 
with a strike-rate of 20 per 
cent. At this rate, the 
volume of extraction is ex- 
pected to rise from 10,000 
harrels a dav to 36°F 
oarrels a day in 1982. Bur 
su far success in the field 
of oi! and gas exploration 
has eluded us. The prime 
cause ot this delay in 
achieving autarky in 
energy is the lack of in- 
digenous technology  re- 
quired for drilling and the 
unwillingness of foreign 
Prospectors to undertake 
deep drilling to get at the 
reservoirs. Most oi! reser- 
voirs turn out to be gas 








reservoirs upon drilling 


and are ——* be. 
suse Of un pres 
sure of gee which eanaol 
be easily controlled, Deep 
drilling is, however, 8 


answer and has now be 
come feasible after the 


CS0:; 4220 


steady increase in the in 
ternational price of oil, 
The new efforts must be 

the direction of deep 
rilling, At present 75 ver 
cent of the domestic indus 


Ol provides only one third 
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of our energy needs and 
we pay SE of our 
f A en earnings 
to purchase it from abroad. 


The need for ofl Is increas. 

ing at seven per cent an- 

nually, The quest for oil 

and gas must proceed at 
t speed. 














PAKISTAN 


OIL. SEARCH PROGRESS REPORT PUBLISHED 


Karachi PROGRESS in English Dec 80 p 1 


[Text } 


Ac the end of last month 


Gulf; Fim Kassar:  preper- 
ing to set casing below 7500 
PPL: Sui No. 27 reached T.D feet 
(b) Cellar excavation for Sui 
No. 28 OGDC: Production  cestin 
was on at Dhodak No 3 and 
POL: Meyal No. 8 drilling (b) Tut No. I1; (c) Surjan 
below No. | drilling below 3515 m 
and (4d) Dhermund wo. | 
Union Texas: Damiri No. | below 4332 m, and (e) Tur 12, 
drilling below 9120 feet spudded in 14-11-80, drilling 
below 158 m. 
CSO: 4220 
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SUI FIELD PRODUCTION FIGURES, JANUARY-OCTOBER 1960 


Karachi PROGRESS in English Dec 80 p | 





[Text ] OAM P4il. CuPe. 
jan ——Mas 1m 14380 
hy 
© Av. day liom rN 717.041 
Feb - Prax 114m 780.674 
(102-08) and 
 aedey | 979 74) 762.467 
March Pax day | oe S77 708.66) 
(2-3-6) 
»  awiday | @67 435 061 616 
April ——Max. day 1 — mii 
(15-468) 
» aide | 2 37) 646.8) 
——Mas. 2 O15 tes 715.2608 
oy, day 
» ey | oe oe 671.066 
June——Max day 1 = T7307 
(10689) 
» aw iday | oo? 7 “29R 
July ——Pas_ | 7 7 %) 
(29-7 20) = 
» aeiday | 71 m8) 
Aug ——Max day | 787 4 404 
(24-8-80, 
» me ldey | 624 697 574.423 
—Max 17 wi 629 254 
ee day 
» aed 176 | ms 
Oct.——-ax. day | ony 2 651.265 
(10-60) 
» dey (7a i972 
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ADB LOAN POR FISHERIES 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 15 Dec 80 p 6 





iz® SSRs ECL ES 


—* 
ie ae 
J 
aS iba 
23524 ti 
i rat th Hl 
pit ie tet 
ihe 


aia 


[Text] 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION 





Karachi PROGRESS in English Dec 80 p 3 


{Text } 





PAKISTAN 














Conmodity 1977 1978 1979 
Chromite 10,000 10,000 1 1,000 
Gypsum 422,000 275,000 234,000 
Limestone 4,000,000 3,681,000 3,298,000 
Magnesite 3,200 1,038 3,042 
Rock salt 412,000 427,000 486,000 
Marble 51,000 59,000 119,000 
Silica sand 70,000 62,846 83,752 
Coal 1,120,000 1,120,000 1,261,000 
Barytes 16,000 18,000 26,000 
Feldspar 2,700 4,597 17,289 
Sulphur 2,000 1,127 | 068 
Others 10,503 14,843 7% 
Fire clay 40,09 52,209 52,009 
Antimony 20 n 69 
Fullers earth 19,090 19,000 34,000 
Bentonite 1,009 1,175 1,468 
Cement 3,091,000 3,224,009 3,250,000 
Phosphate rock NA 6.090 NA 
Bauxite NA 1,000 1.726 
NA. Not Available. Source: Statistical Division, Government of Pakistay, Karachi. 
CSO: 4220 
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PAKISTAN 


PUNJAB RICE CROP LOSSES MINOR 
Karachi DAWN in English 18 Dec 80 p 6 
[Text] Islamabad, Dec. 17: Rear Admiral Mohammad Fazil Janjua, Minister of Food 


and Agriculture, said here yesterday that the losses suffered by rice crop in the 
Punjab had nothing to do with withdrawal of subsidy on insecticides. 





Talking to newsmen on his return here after attending the annual meeting of the 
Governing Council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
the Minister said that only Irri-6 was slightly damaged in the Punjab and would not 
make any difference in overall performance of the agriculture sector. 


He said Irri-6 variety of rice crop was excellent in Sind while the Punjab had a 
bumber crop of Basmati rice. [as published] The production of sugarcane also 
registered an increase. Similarly, cotton production was also satisfactory with 
a turnout of over 40 lakh bales. 


He said the target of rice export would be met by gearing up the procurement and 
thought that from the next crop procurement prices of Punjab Irri would have to 
be revised. This is because of its greater demand abroad as it is of better 
quality. 


Describing a newspaper survey of the rice crop a. “sensational” the Minister said 
the subsidized insecticides always benefitted the big landlords while small farmers 
could not avail of the facility. 


He said the IRRI crop suffered in Punjab because of reluctance of farmers to operate 
tubewells to irrigate the crop at the time of transplantation while in Sind where 
canal water was available the crop was not damaged. Moreover the Minister said in 
Punjab farmer preferred to grow Basmati instead of Irri. 


He said fertilizers were still being heavy subsidized and was of the view that the 
new agriculture policy would have a welcome effect and ensured a better performance 
of the agriculture sector. [as published] 


He was confident that the private sector would manage properly the sale of insecti- 
cides and also ensure its quality. 


He said interest-free loans were being given to farmers through co-operatives and 
commercial banks to enable them to improve inputs. 











About sugar, the Minister said the country would produce more sugar than required 
by the Government for distribution through ration depots. He said sugar mills 
would be allowed to sell the surplus sugar in the open market. He said the Govern- 
ment had no intention to increase the prices of sugar and it would continue to 

be sold at ration depots at the current officially fixed prices. 


International Fund 


Talking about IFAD, Rear-Adm. Janjua said the Fund would extend financial assistance 
of 1,500 million dollars to the developing countries during the next three years. 


Pakistan was elected chairman of the IFAD Council having representatives of 135 
nations. The Fund was created by the United Nations to boost agriculture produc- 
tion of the developing nations. 


The Minister was confident that the target of raising 1,500 million dollars would 
be met and IFAD would continue to play a positive and effective role in eliminating 
hunger from the world.--APP. 
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RECENT RICE CROP PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 Dec 80 p 4 
[Editorial: “Bitter Rice") 


[Text] The survey carried out by this newspaper on the rice crop raises several 
issues of immediate and ong-term concern. With reports coming in of acreage and 
production fall from several districts, the government needs tv think to what 
extent its own policies have led to the near-debacle on the rice front. Trouble 
started when the pesticide subsidy was withdrawn this year, causing a great hopper 
invasion in August. Pleas to the authorities for emergency assistance fell on 
deaf ears. It is said that the Basmati output may not fall alarmingly but Irri-6 
may be anything from 12 to 30 per cent lower than last year. Since Basmati is our 
main foreign exchange earner, the overall fall in our exports may not be signifi- 
cant. Pakistan earned 421.8 million dollars from the export of rice last year of 
which Basmati accounted ‘or as such as 225.07 million, while all other varieties 
sold for 196.80 million dollars. It is said that the international market for 
Basmati and all other polished grain is contracting gradually and Basmati may soon 
cease to be the great money-spinner it has been hitherto. Add to this India's 
recent debut as a rice exporter and the prospects become bleaker for the decade 
ahead. 


The most immediate cause of the rice crisis has of course been the withdrawal of 
the aerial spray facility by the government. The dreaded hopper caused millions 
of rupees worth of loss because it could only be contained through sprays. The 
Basmati is attacked by the borer which requires granular pesticides. Since five 
commercial concerns have a monopoly in pesticides, they have tended to raise 
prices at will, greatly reducing consumption. Farmers maintain that at current 
prices, pesticide purchase means an expenditure ranging between Rs. 200 to Rs. 227 
per acre which is simply not an economic proposition. Other vitally needed inputs 
have also gone up with the result that they require an additional Rs. 500 all 

told to put just one acre under rice whereas procurement prices have been increased 
only nominally. This may or may not be true but the fact remains that the agri- 
sector as a whole deserves a better deal. An interesting fact that may be noted 
here is that in the Punjab, PASSCO has been asked not to buy Basmati paddy from 
the growers. This has left the field wide open to the arhtis who are not in busi- 
ness for the love of it. Yet they are buying Basmati paddy at seven to ten 

rupees higher than the minimum procurement rate of Rs. 75. What does it prove 

but that the middlemen expect that even Basmati production will be much lower 

than originally estimated. It is the arhtis who, it is alleged, have put pressure 














on policy-makers not to raise the procurement price so that they have the growers 
constantly on their knees. Which farmer would like to sell his produce to the 
government when the kind arhti is willing to pay him seven to ten rupees more? 
The difference between the official procurement price and the rate at which arhtis 
are willing to lift paddy is, according to knowledgeable circles, the true index 
of the expected shortfall this year. 


So far so bad. What of the future? An expert recently estimated that Pakistan 
lost an unbelievable 45.8 per cent of its produce to pests, plant diseases, weeds 
and rodents. This does not include storage and transportation losses. Official 
circles broadly agree with these findings but maintain that so far as rice is 
concerned, crop loss on account of the factors enumerated above is ‘only' 30 per 
cent. It is also conceded that five per cent of the grain is lost because of 
improper storage. The emphasis so far has been on increasing output rather than 
creating a transportation and storage infrastructure and assuring scientific 
methods would have made Pakistan self-sufficient in food nearly ten years ago. 
Thanks to the injection of billions of petro-rupees in the economy, the ordinary 
investor has learnt to put his money into projects which promise immediate returns. 
Hence the craze about real estate, legally and illegally imported gadgetry and 
commerce rather than industry. In a society in which consumerism has gone berserk 
and in which people want to make a hundred for each hundred invested, long-gestation 
nation-building activities are always at a discount. Only the other day, the State 
Bank Governor lamented at the constant fall in national savings at a seminar in 
Lahore. But with the dramatic decline in the value of the rupee, this should be 
hardly surprising. In the last three decades, the private sector has learned 
nothing but to demand tax holidays, exemptions from this social charge or that. 
After 1970, most private investment has been in commerce rather than industry 
because commercial returns keep pace with inflation while industrial returns do 
not. It is imperative therefore that private enterprise be given social direction 
at least if not social control. There is enough money in private hands. If 
properly channelled, it could lead to a spectacular increase in agricultural 
production and make ours acountry permanently self-sufficient in food. We have 
enough shops and more than our share of shopkeepers. It is time we put our men 
and money to productive work. 
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